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SYLLABUS 

 
“Of the making of books there is no end.”1 And if there’s no end to the making of books, 
all the more so with regard to stories about them; for there is not a single book in the 
world, not even the smallest pamphlet, that doesn’t have its story, for how many 
adventures its author, and the book itself, underwent in its making. And if we try to write 
it all, we will fall short. 

–S.Y. Agnon [Hebrew author and Nobel laureate in Literature]. From: A Book, An 
Author, and a Story [Hebrew], 1937  

While Hebrew is a language that has been in continuous literary use for three thousand 
years, the revival of the language as a modern vernacular offers us a fascinating and 
indeed unique example of the rebirth of a dormant idiom. During the period of the 
Teḥiya, the renascence of Hebrew literature in the last decades of the nineteenth and 
first decades of the last century, writers mined the Jewish cultural legacy for materials 
from which to reconstruct a modern language and literature. This collective endeavor 
generated a new and rapidly evolving spoken language, as well as authorial 
“conversations” around the cultural patrimony—a pattern that has continued down to the 
present. The present survey of the achievements of this literature over the course of the 
past six score years will examine the continuities and discontinuities involved in the 
reconstitution of the language as a living language, taking account of the dramatic 

 
1 Cf. Ecclesiastes 12:12: “And furthermore, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and 
much study is a weariness of the flesh.” 
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ideological forces and historical circumstances involved. Given the self-conscious 
motivations of those involved in this rebirth, special attention will be given to the authors’ 
own observations on the craft of writing, and how their ideological commitments are 
reflected in their literary production. In the first part of the course, we will be exploring 
canonical works from the Hebrew literary corpus, while the second part will be devoted 
to contemporary writings.  
 
This course counts towards fulfillment of the Jewish Studies minor (for more 
information, see: https://jsp.msu.edu/minor-requirements/). 

Prerequisites:  
This is a “second-level” IAH course, requiring completion of the Tier 1 writing 
requirement, as well as an IAH first-level course (corresponding to course numbers 201-
210). 

Instructor and contact information:  
• Professor Marc S. Bernstein (pronouns: he/him) 

Research interests: Hebrew & Israeli culture; Arabic; Intersection of Jewish and 
Muslim civilizations 

• Contact: msb@msu.edu (when you write, please include the course number in the 
subject line so that I will know which of my classes you are in). Please do not 
hesitate to call me on my cell phone +1 (734) 489-2249. (Please leave a message 
if you get my voicemail). 

Office Hours:  
By request, but I encourage you to set this up! I’d be very happy to discuss anything 
about the course or your work, or if you’d just like to chat. 

Class sessions:  
Online synchronous TT 4:10–5:00 p.m. EST 
https://msu.zoom.us/j/95160815746 
Meeting ID: 951 6081 5746 
Passcode: 8b035iI 
If you would like to add all class times (with the link) to your calendar application on your 
computer, please click on the following link in order to download the ics file: 

https://msu.zoom.us/meeting/tJEscemgrz4tHtKp-
maqiH8qlLJtx77Kp8cD/ics?icsToken=98tyKuCtrz0qEtWQtx2BRowMBY_oc_zzm
CVagrd2jFLoAjFaSlvnOs5oJqooR_PA 

Class website:  
https://d2l.msu.edu/d2l/home/1251978 

Texts 
1. During the first section of the course, we will be exploring the history of the Hebrew 

language and its revival and reading significant works of prose and poetry form from 
the classical canon. The texts for this section of the course will be drawn from the 
following textbooks, which you should acquire, if you haven’t done so already. 
• Modern Hebrew Literature (ed. Robert Alter), Behrman House, 1975 ISBN 
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9780874412352 
• The Modern Hebrew Poem Itself (ed. Burnshaw et al), Wayne State University, 

2003 ISBN 9780814324851. (Please make sure to get this edition.) 
• Hebrew Writers on Writing, (ed. Peter Cole), Trinity University Press, 2008 ISBN 

9781595340528 
2. There will be additional texts that I will make available via D2L and we will be viewing 

several films. 
3. During the second half of the course, we will be exploring contemporary writings. For 

the poetry, we will be relying primarily on the anthology, Poets on the Edge: An 
Anthology of Contemporary Hebrew Poetry (ed. Tsipi Keller), SUNY Press, available 
free online via MSU Library: http://catalog.lib.msu.edu/record=b9802238~S39a. The 
prose works are “to be determined” based on our progress, but I will provide the titles 
in time for you to obtain them.  

Assignments and Evaluation 
I. Participation 
Engagement and discussion of the material is an essential component of the course 
and thus you will receive attendance points for every class you attend. Most of the 
discussion will be conducted in small-group format (Zoom breakout rooms). There may 
be a one question quiz on the readings during class to help make sure you keep up with 
the assignments and attend class regularly.  
The preparation of the readings and viewing of films will serve as the basis for in-class 
discussion. You are asked to complete the assigned texts and movies for the week in 
advance of that week’s meetings. You should have the relevant texts before you during 
the class session in which they will be discussed—in print or digital format—with 
highlighting, annotations, and questions. Most of the discussion will be conducted in 
small-group format.  
II. Response Journal 
You will be responsible for compiling a response journal based on your analysis of and 
reactions to the readings, films, and discussions that will represent the bulk of the work 
for the course and which you will submit on a weekly basis in the relevant D2L dropbox.  
The first of these submissions—responding to the materials for both weeks 1 and 2—
will be due Wednesday, February 3 and will allow me to provide you feedback. All 
subsequent journals (Weeks 3–14) will be due on each subsequent Wednesday 
throughout the semester beginning with February 10. Not all submissions will receive a 
grade; rather, I will be randomly selecting a sampling of weeks to evaluate. 
 

Response Journal Guidelines 
A. Compilation 
While this is not to be a piece of formal academic writing, please articulately state your 
views in an objective and concise manner. I would expect that your weekly entries 
would total ~500–750 words (please limit to a maximum of 1000). 
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B. Structure 
• Complete one entry for each week, integrating reaction to at least some aspect of 

all of the texts—both the written and filmic, in-class discussions, and cocurricular 
presentations.  

• Include a header at the top of each week's response in which you list all the 
readings, films, and events covered. (Cut and paste the week number and theme, 
the titles and authors/directors of the readings/films from the syllabus.) 

• Think about the ideas raised in an objective and critical manner and state your 
reactions to them concisely and articulately.  

• Your response should consist primarily of your own reactions and critical analysis 
of the texts—both the written and the visual—and, when appropriate, your 
integration and synthesis with other materials from the course.  

• Whenever possible, discuss how the assigned pieces link up with each other, offer 
alternative or conflicting viewpoints, and connect with other material in the course.  

• Use examples/quotations from the texts liberally in support of your analysis. [It is 
sufficient to cite the name of the book and page number or the film title. 

• Include at least two good questions of a probing or speculative nature that come 
out of your exploration of the topic at the end of each week’s entry. 

C. Submission 
• Ensure that the work you submit is your own (see “Academic Integrity”, below). 

Check the TurnItIn “Similarity Report” to confirm originality.  
• Carefully proofread all entries before submitting.  
• Submit as pasted text within the “text submission” box. 
• You may make multiple submissions; only the final submission will be retained. 
• Your submissions will be graded on a scale of 40 on the basis of the following 

rubric (CASE): 
o Coverage: thoroughness and richness of description—25% (10 points) 
o Analysis: depth and originality of analysis; critical engagement with material; 

ability to support with evidence and citations—25% (10 points) 
o Synthesis: overarching perspective; integration of variety of sources; 

engagement with other course material—25% (10 points) 
o Effectiveness: coherence; eloquence of style; mechanics (spelling, grammar); 

adherence to guidelines—25% (10 points) 
No late work will be accepted without prior arrangement. As there is a heavy reading 
load, it is important that you keep up with your work; this will also ensure you get the 
most out of lecture and are able to effectively contribute to class discussion. 

Cocurricular Events 
You will need to attend the following cocurricular events. These events comprise an 
important part in enriching your exposure to contemporary Israeli society and Hebrew 
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culture and will each be the basis for a brief reaction paragraph to be submitted on D2L, 
in which you describe the content of the event, the ways in which it correlates with 
material covered in course, and any reactions or questions you may have. While the 
dates and times also appear below in the Course Schedule below, please record them 
now in your personal calendar. (It is highly preferable that you attend the scheduled 
events, but if you are unable to do so, they will be videotaped and available for online 
viewing.) 
• Sunday, January 24. Symposium: “Continuity and Change in Political Culture, 

Israel and Beyond” 11:00am-1:45pm EST 
• Sunday, January 31 Fighting for Dignity: Migrant Lives at Israel’s Margins. Author 

discussion with Sarah S. Willen.  11:00am–12:30pm EST 
• Sunday, March 7 MSU Israeli Film Festival 
Ø Ma‘abarot. Live virtual discussion and Q&A with Director Dina Zvi Riklis and 

Producer Arik Bernstein on Sunday, 11 am-12:30pm EST 
Ø Tel Aviv on Fire. Live virtual discussion and Q&A with Director Sameh Zoabi on 

Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm EST 
Ø Tair Haim. Virtual performance and conversation with this Yemenite Israel singer-

songwriter, of the sister band A-WA, 3:30–4:30pm EST 
• Sunday, March 14 MSU Israeli Film Festival 
Ø The Albanian Code (2019). Live virtual discussion and Q&A with Director Yael 

Katzir,11am-12:30pm EST 
Ø “A Taste of Israel”. Virtual cooking demonstration of a Moroccan Israeli dish with 

Chef Hunny Khodorkovsky, 12:45–1:45pm EST 
Ø In Search of Israeli Cuisine. Live virtual discussion and Q&A with film narrator, 

Chef Michael Solomonov, 2:00–3:00pm EST 
Mental Health 

College students often experience issues that may interfere with academic success 
such as academic stress, sleep problems, juggling responsibilities, life events, 
relationship concerns, or feelings of anxiety, hopelessness, or depression. This 
particular period is one in which we are all more susceptible to factors that affect our 
mental health. If you or a friend is struggling, I strongly encourage you to seek support. 
Helpful, effective resources are available on campus, and most are at no-charge.  
• The Counseling and Psychiatric Services (CAPS) Center 

https://caps.msu.edu/index.html is committed to providing and connecting you to a 
wide array of services and resources to address your concerns. During the 
pandemic, these services will be provided remotely 24/7/365 and counseling and 
psychiatric staff will work to provide telemental health services to students. 
Students can call the center at 517-355-8270 and press “1” at the prompt to speak 
with a crisis counselor; other prompt options are available for those not in crisis.  

• The Center for Survivors https://centerforsurvivors.msu.edu/ provides support for 
victims of sexual assault in the form of individual and group therapy, advocacy, 
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and other resources to support survivors. To schedule an appointment with a 
counselor or advocate, please call 517-355-3551 during regular business hours. 
On the website, there is an online chat with advocate feature. 

• If you are struggling with this class, or would even just like to talk, please contact 
me by email at msb@msu.edu or phone at (734) 489-2249. 

• Meet with your academic advisor if you are having trouble in multiple classes, 
unsure whether you are making the most of your time at MSU, or unsure what 
academic resources are available at MSU. 

Mission and Goals of Integrative Studies in Arts and Humanities 
The mission of Integrative Studies in the Arts and Humanities is to help students 
become more familiar with ways of knowing in the arts and humanities and to be more 
knowledgeable and capable in a range of intellectual and expressive abilities. IAH 
courses encourage students to engage critically with their own society, history, and 
culture(s); they also encourage students to learn more about the history and culture of 
other societies. They focus on key ideas and issues in human experience; encourage 
appreciation of the roles of knowledge and values in shaping and understanding human 
behavior; emphasize the responsibilities and opportunities of democratic citizenship; 
highlight the value of the creative arts of literature, theater, music, and arts; and alert us 
to important issues that occur among peoples in an increasingly interconnected, 
interdependent world.  
• Cultivate habits of inquiry and develop investigative strategies from arts and 

humanities perspectives 
• Explore social, cultural, and artistic expressions and contexts 
• Act as culturally aware and ethically responsible citizens in local and global 

communities 
• Critically assess, produce, and communicate knowledge in a variety of media for a 

range of audiences 
• Recognize and understand the value of diversity and the significance of 

interconnectedness in the classroom and beyond 
IAH Diversity Designation 

This course is designated as International (I) and has been approved as fulfilling one 
course toward the University Diversity Requirement. Students must include at least one 
“N” course and one “I” course in their program. A “D” course may meet either an “N” or 
an “I” requirement, but not both. This requirement is intended to increase cultural 
understanding in ways that empower students to act as engaged, well-informed citizens 
as they meet the challenges and opportunities of a complex, interconnected world in the 
21st century. In addition to the academic benefits of diverse perspectives, employers 
increasingly seek out college graduates who are skilled in communicating to varied 
audiences and making decisions that reflect broad historical, social, and cultural 
knowledge. Overall, fulfilling the IDN designations prepare students to respond 
constructively to opportunities connected with our pluralistic society and global 
community. Courses designated as International (I) emphasize international or global 
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issues, ideas, and perspectives. The “I” designates a focus on one or more non-U.S. 
contexts and diversity topics as they unfold in these contexts. Non-U.S. examples and 
readings play a dominant role in shaping the lens through which diversity is addressed. 
The learning objectives and outcomes of the course will emphasize this designation and 
provide a guide for how this course furthers understanding of diversity at MSU and 
beyond. 

D2L Learning Management System 
• Michigan State University uses D2L, a learning management system, to support 

our classes.  
• Should you want to familiarize yourself with the working and functions of D2L, 

there is an online mini-course for students available at 
https://apps.d2l.msu.edu/selfenroll/course/273906.  

• For pointers on which browsers are best for working with D2L, see 
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_s
upport.htm 

• You will need a “high speed” connection. See 
https://broadbandnow.com/guides/how-much-internet-speed-do-i-need for more 
information.  

• If you need technical assistance at any time during the course or to report a 
problem, please visit the MSU Help site at http://help.msu.edu, the Desire2Learn 
Help Site at http://help.d2l.msu.edu, or, what I often do ;-), contact the MSU IT 
Service Desk at (517) 432-6200 or e-mail ithelp@msu.edu  

Zoom Guidelines 
Learning remotely is new for all of us, and I’m often learning alongside my students (if 
not behind you J). I expect everyone to participate. If possible, please leave your 
camera on to recreate the in-person experience as much as possible. Please try to 
create a study environment conducive to focused learning, If you'd prefer not to have 
your actual background show, please configure the Zoom client to impose a virtual 
background. Instructions on how to do so may be found 
here: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/210707503-Virtual-Background. (If 
you're interested, MSU has made available campus scenes to use for this purpose, 
available here: https://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2020/msu-offers-zoom-backgrounds-of-
campus-scenes/.) For those times when you will not be able to have your camera on, 
please update your profile on Zoom to display a photo of yourself. Instructions on how 
to do so may be found here: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201363203-
Customizing-your-profile. You will need to put responses in the chat, participate in 
breakout rooms, and make active use of other interactive features during our Zoom 
classes—we’ll learn to use all these features together.  

Assessment 
Final grades will be determined according to the following formula and scale:  
Participation 35% 
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Final Grade Minimum Percent 
4.0 92.5 
3.5 87.5 
3.0 82.5 
2.5 77.5 
2 72.5 
1.5 65.5 
1.0 60.5 
0.0 0.0 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Please inform me about any accommodations needed. Michigan State University is 
committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and 
activities. Requests for accommodations by persons with disabilities may be made by 
contacting the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities (RCPD) at 517-884-RCPD 
or on the web at rcpd.msu.edu. Once your eligibility for an accommodation has been 
determined, you will be issued a Verified Individual Services Accommodation (VISA) 
form. Please present this form to me at the start of the term and/or two weeks prior to 
the accommodation date (test, project, etc.). Requests received after this date will be 
honored whenever possible. 

Resources for Students 
The Writing Center offers students an opportunity to meet with one-on-one with a 
consultant while they are engaged in the process of writing class assignments. This 
semester, due to the pandemic, the center is exclusively online. Consultations begin 
January 19 and hours are M-Th 9 am-9 pm, Friday 9 am - 2 pm, and Sunday 5 pm-9 
pm. To make an appointment, please go to https://msuwriting.mywconline.com/ 
The English Language Center ESL Lab will assist international students with all aspects 
of their work in IAH courses, including understanding of course readings to be used in 
writing papers, planning and revising papers, and proofreading. This semester, due to the 
pandemic, the lab is exclusively online. To make an appointment, please go to 
https://elc.mywconline.com/. 
The Collaborative Learning Center (CLC) https://nssc.msu.edu/clc/index.html consults 
with students about study and learning styles, and time management, and provides one-
on-one tutoring in such areas as critical reading.  

Drop and Add Dates  
The last day to add this course is 1/25/2021. The last day to drop this course with a 
100% refund and no grade reported is 2/12/2021. The last day to drop this course with 
no refund and no grade reported is the official middle of semester, 3/10/2021. All 
deadlines are at 8 p.m. on the given day. 

Online SIRS Evaluation Policy 
Michigan State University takes seriously the opinion of students in the evaluation of the 
effectiveness of instruction and has implemented the Student Instructional Rating 
System (SIRS) to gather student feedback (https://sirsonline.msu.edu). This course 

Weekly journals 60% 
Cocurricular events 5% 
Total 100% 
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utilizes the online SIRS system, and you will receive an e-mail during the last two weeks 
of class asking you to fill out the SIRS web form at your convenience. In addition, 
participation in the online SIRS system involves “grade sequestration,” which means 
that the final grade for this course will not be accessible on STUINFO during the week 
following the submission of grades for this course unless the SIRS online form has been 
completed. Alternatively, you have the option on the SIRS website to decline to 
participate in the evaluation of the course. I hope, however, that you will be willing to 
give me your frank and constructive feedback so that I may instruct students even better 
in the future. If you access the online SIRS website and complete the online SIRS form 
or decline to participate, you will receive the final grade in this course as usual once 
final grades are submitted. 

Academic Integrity 
A liberal arts education is founded on the principle of intellectual honesty and trust. All 
academic assignments must represent the student’s original work and adhere to strict 
standards of academic probity as specified in General Student Regulation 1.0, 
Protection of Scholarship and Grades; the all-University Policy on Integrity of 
Scholarship and Grades; and Ordinance 17.00, Examinations. You are expected to 
develop original work for this course; therefore, you may not plagiarize material from 
other sources or submit course work you completed for another course to satisfy the 
requirements for this course. Also, you are not authorized to use www.allmsu.com or 
other social media websites to complete any course work in this course. Violation of this 
policy will result in summary failure of the course and formal notification of the student’s 
academic dean, who will include the report in the student’s academic record and may 
impose further sanction (e.g., suspension from a unit or program. If you have any 
questions about the integrity of your work, please consult with me before submission.  
The Associated Students of Michigan State University (ASMSU) has adopted the 
following Spartan Code of Honor academic pledge: 

“As a Spartan, I will strive to uphold values of the highest ethical standard. I will 
practice honesty in my work, foster honesty in my peers, and take pride in 
knowing that honor is worth more than grades. I will carry these values beyond my 
time as a student at Michigan State University, continuing the endeavor to build 
personal integrity in all that I do.”  

Please see https://www.msu.edu/~ombud/academic-integrity/index.html for further 
information regarding academic integrity at MSU and the academic dishonesty reporting 
system. 
Consistent with MSU’s efforts to enhance student learning, foster honesty, and maintain 
integrity in our academic processes, I use a tool in D2L called Turnitin OriginalityCheck 
to compare a student’s work with multiple sources. The tool compares each student’s 
work with an extensive database of prior publications and papers, providing links to 
possible matches and a “similarity score.” The tool does not determine whether 
plagiarism has occurred or not. Instead, the instructor must make a complete 
assessment and judge the originality of the student’s work. All submissions to this 
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course may be checked using this tool. Students should submit assignments to be 
screened by OriginalityCheck without identifying information included in the assignment 
(e.g., the student’s name, PID, or NetID); the system will automatically show identifying 
information to the course faculty when viewing the submissions, but this information will 
not be retained by Turnitin. 

Limits to Confidentiality 
Students should be aware that University employees, including instructors, will not be 
able to maintain confidentiality when it conflicts with their responsibility to report certain 
issues to protect the health and safety of MSU community members and others. As the 
instructor, I must report the following information to other University offices (including 
the Department of Police and Public Safety) if you share it with me: 
• Suspected child abuse/neglect, even if this maltreatment happened when you 

were a child 
• Allegations of sexual assault or sexual harassment when they involve MSU 

students, faculty, or staff  
• Credible threats of harm to oneself or to others. 

These reports may trigger contact from a campus official who will want to talk with you 
about the incident that you have shared. In almost all cases, it will be your decision 
whether you wish to speak with that individual. If you would like to talk about these 
events in a more confidential setting you are encouraged to make an appointment with 
the MSU Counseling Center http://counseling.msu.edu/ 

MSU Hebrew Program and Study Abroad in Israel 
If the material you encounter in this course inspire you to want to learn more about 
Israeli society, consider taking Hebrew at MSU and studying in Israel. The program in 
Hebrew & Israeli Culture (Hi-C) [https://linglang.msu.edu/hebrew-israeli-cultural-
studies/] offers two years of language courses with options for advanced study as well. 
Students who take Hebrew will receive a $2000 Finifter Scholarship 
($1000/semester). MSU sponsors a month-long summer study abroad program at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. $4000 scholarships are readily available to MSU 
students with a 2.5 GPA, and participants will receive 8 academic credits. ($5000 and 
$6000 scholarships are available to students who study at a major Israeli university for a 
semester or a year, respectively.) All these courses may be applied to the Jewish 
Studies minor. See the flyers on the next two pages for more information about the 
Hebrew program, the Finifter Scholarship, and the study abroad program. Information 
about the study abroad scholarships may be found at https://jsp.msu.edu/study-abroad-
scholarships/. Please speak to Professor Bernstein about any of these opportunities. 



 
 
 
 

11 

 

Ô

Ø

Õ
Ö×

Ù ÚÛ
Ü

Ý

Hebrew courses Fall 2020:
HEB 101 (4 credits): “Elementary Hebrew I,” Dr. Yore 
Kedem
Sec. 001- M-Th, 9:10-10:00 am, 
Sec. 002- M/W, 6:00-7:50 pm, A216 Wells Hall

HEB 201 (4 credits): “Second-Year Hebrew I,” Dr. Yore 
Kedem
M-Th, 10:20-11:10 am,

HEB 290/490: “Independent Study,” Dr. Yore Kedem/
Dr. Marc Bernstein

Hebrew courses Spring 2021:
HEB 102 (4 credits): “Elementary Hebrew II,” Dr. Yore 
Kedem
Sec. 001: M-Th, 9:10-10:00 am, A224 Wells Hall. Sec. 
002: M/W, 6:00-7:50 pm, A224 Wells Hall

HEB 202 (4 credits): “Second-Year Hebrew II,” Dr. 
Yore Kedem
M-Th, 10:20-11:10 am, A324 Wells Hall.
Further intermediate-level spoken and written

HEB 290/490 “Independent Study,” Dr. Yore Kedem/
Dr. Marc Bernstein

 $2000 Finifter Hebrew 
Scholarships for students that 

take Hebrew in 2020-2021 
($1000 for every semester) 

!îÝìÕæ�×Ùâàà�ÙÔÙÕ

• For questions on registering for the courses and placement tests, contact: Dr. Yore Kedem, ykedem@msu.edu
• For any further questions about the scholarship contact, Professor Yael Aronoff, Director of the Serling 

Institute for Jewish Studies and Modern Israel, aronoffy@msu.edu.
• For additional information about the Hebrew program, contact: Dr. Marc Bernstein, msb@msu.edu 

In order to get the scholarship students must:
1.  Be a Jewish Studies Minor. If you are not currently a Jewish Studies minor, but would like to learn more
    about becoming a minor, please contact Yael Aronoff aronoffy@msu.edu.
2. Write a short essay on why they are taking the Hebrew course and their Hebrew experience.
3. Write a Thank you letter for the donor
4. Send it to Professor Yael Aronoff aronoffy@msu.edu and Michal Eidin eidinmic@msu.edu.

$IWHU�SURYLGLQJ�WKH�RI²FLDO�WUDQVFULSW��ZKHQ�WKH�VHPHVWHU�LV�RYHU�DQG�JUDGHV�DUH�LQ��WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�JHW�WKH�VFKRODUVKLS�LQ�WKHLU�DFFRXQW�
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Israel Serling Institute for Jewish Studies
and  Modern Israel Summer Study
Abroad  at the Hebrew University 

Semester(s) Available: 
Summer 2021: 
Dates abroad: 06/28/2021 - 07/22/2021 (tentative) 
 
Minimum Credits: 
Eight (8) for Summer 2021 
 
Program Application  Deadline(s): 
March 1, 2021 for Summer 2021 
 
 
Scholarship Information: 
http://bit.ly/EAscholarships 
 
Requirements: 
Minimum GPA 2.50 
 
Cost: 
Program  Fee: $2,575.00 
Estimated Additional Cost: $3,400.00 
(Summer 2019)** 
 
Tuition is not included for most programs. See
program's  webpage for details. 
 
 
** IMPORTANT: This is last year's program fee
and  should be used as an estimate only when
calculating  costs for this program.  The current
program  fee will be posted as soon as it is
finalized. 
 
Program Contact(s): 
Yael Aronoff 
Serling Institute for Jewish Studies and Modern
Israel 
Phone: 517-884-1275 
E-mail: aronoffy@msu.edu 
 
Yore Kedem 
Department of Linguistics, Germanic, Slavic,
Asian  & African Languages 
Phone: (517) 353-0740 
E-mail: ykedem@msu.edu 
 
 

This program is located in Jerusalem, an ancient city sacred to three major religions, and the capital
of  Israel. Students will take two courses, "The Emergence of the Modern State of Israel" (MC 290 /
IAH  211D / JS 390) examining contemporary Israeli history, politics and society, and "Immigration
and  Cultural Diversity in Israel" (ISS 330B / MC 290 / MC 390), examining the way Israeli
institutions  and people deal with the great diversity of its population. 
 
Each course combines classroom instruction with multiple field trips, where students will observe
and  interview people in central areas in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, visit communities and institutions
in  different parts of the country, and learn about many of the political and social intricacies of this
complex  country. The program is intended for students who want to investigate issues related to
their  academic and personal interests, especially around historical, social, political, and equality
issues.The  program and all scholarships are open to students of all disciplines and majors,
regardless  of ethnicity, religion or nationality. 
 
Substantial financial assistance is available for this program.  A $3,000 Levy Scholarship for Study
in  Israel is available to any student who will have completed one year of study at MSU by Summer
2021.  For more information about the scholarship and how to apply, please see
http://jsp.msu.edu/israel/levy-scholarship/. 
 
The program is sponsored and made possible by the Michael and Elaine Serling Institute for
Jewish  Studies and Modern Israel. 

More details about this program can be found at... 
http://osa.isp.msu.edu/Programs/israeljewish.html 

This flyer is intended to provide an overview of this Education Abroad program. Interested students should visit the program's Web page
(URL  indicated above) for further details such as specific course and cost information. Program fees, dates, and arrangements are subject
to  change, due to unforeseen considerations. 
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11/04/2020 



 

 
Tentative Course Schedule† 

 
Abbreviations of sources: 
D2L—content available for download at course website 
[HWW] Hebrew Writers on Writing, (ed. Peter Cole), Trinity University Press, 

2008.  
[HPI] The Modern Hebrew Poem Itself (ed. Burnshaw et al), Wayne State 

University, 2003  
[MHL] Modern Hebrew Literature (ed. Robert Alter), Behrman House, 1975. 
[POE] Poets on the Edge (ed. Tsipi Keller), SUNY, 2008. 
 

Week I  
Class 1: Tuesday, January 19  Introduction to Course / Continuity and Change:  
Readings: 

• Genesis 22 “The Binding of Isaac” on D2L 
• Selected Midrash on Genesis 22 on D2L 
• Ephraim of Bonn, “The Slaughter of Isaac and His Revival” (“I Shall Make 

Mention of My Forefathers”) on D2L 
Film:  

“In the Beginning” [Part I of Simon Schama’s The Story of the Jews] 
Class 2: Thursday, January 21 Continuity and Change: The Binding of Isaac—A 

Case Study 
Readings: 

• Amir Gilbo’a: “Isaac” on D2L 
• Yehuda ‘Amiḥai: “The Real Hero of the Akedah” on D2L 
• Yitzḥaq La’or: “That Idiot Isaac”; “That Idiot Isaac (Later Version)” on D2L 
• Aliza Shenhar: “The Akedah” on D2L 
• Yehudit Kafri: “In the Beginnings” on D2L 
• Etan Peretz: “The Binding of ‘Eran” on D2 

Week II  Beginnings: Prose 
Ø Sunday, January 24 (Cocurricular Event) Symposium: Continuity and 

Change in Political Culture, Israel and Beyond. 11:00am-1:45pm EST 
Class 3: Tuesday, January 26 “The Revival of Hebrew—Prose  
Readings: 

• “Introduction” in MHL, pp. 1–12 
• Mendele Mokher Sforim, “Shem and Japheth on the Train” in MHL, pp. 

13–38 
• Yud Lamed Peretz, “Scenes from Limbo” in MHL, pp. 39–61 

Film:  

 
† Subject to revision. Please refer to most current version (posted on D2L). 
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• Film: “Among Believers” (Episode 2 of Story of the Jews) 
Class 4: Thursday, January 28 
Readings: 

• Aḥad Ha-Am, “Imitation and Assimilation” in MHL, pp. 87–101 
• Mikha Yosef Berdichevski, “The Red Heifer” on D2L 

Film: 
• “A Leap of Faith” (Episode 3 of The Story of the Jews) 

Week III Beginnings: Poetry 
Ø Sunday, January 31 (Cocurricular event) Fighting for Dignity: Migrant Lives 

at Israel’s Margins. Author discussion with Sarah S. Willen.  11:00am–
12:30pm EST 

 
Class 5: Tuesday, February 2  
Readings: 

• David Frishman: “On U.N. Gnessin” in HWW, pp. 1–4 
• Avraham Kook: “The Writer’s Soul”; “Writer’s Envy”; “On Knowledge and 

Originality”; “A Fourfold Song” in HWW, pp. 5–8 
• Gershon Schofman: 

“A New Word”; “You Won’t Find It!”; “The Elders Have Died”; “The 
Ancients”; “Say, ‘Poet,’ Not ‘Craftsman’!”; “In Two Worlds”; “On the 
Nature of Graphomania”; “Poets of a False God” in HWW, pp. 31–36 

• Uri Nisan Gnessin, “From The Letters” in HWW, pp. 37–41 
Film: 

• “Over the Rainbow” (Episode 4 of The Story of the Jews) 
Class 6: Thursday, February 4 
Readings: 

Week IV 
Class 7: Tuesday, February 9 
Readings: 

• “An Outline History of Modern Hebrew Poetry, 1880-1965,” pp. 309–322 
[D2L] 

• Haim Nahman Bialik: 
“Revealment and Concealment in Language”; On the Dominion of the 
March” in HWW, pp. 9–22 
“The Short Friday” in MHL, pp. 105–124  
“Upon My Return,” in HPI, pp. 26–29 

• Saul Tchernichovsky in HWW, pp. 23–26 
 “Eagle! Eagle Over Your Mountains” in HPI, pp. 52–55 
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Film:  
• Bialik: King of the Jews 

Class 8: Thursday, February 11 
Readings: 

• Yosef Ḥayim Brenner: 
“Pages: From the Notebook of a Hebrew Writer” in HWW, pp. 47–52 
“The Way Out” in MHL, pp. 139–157 

• Ya‘aqov Fichman:  
“On the Role of the Poet”; “The Polish School” in HWW, pp. 42–46 
“Midnight” in HPI, pp. 56–57 

• Avraham Ben Yitzḥaq: 
“Blessed Are They Who Sow and Do Not Reap” in HWW, pp. 53–54 

• Ya‘aqov Steinberg:  
“The Malingerers”; “Three Who Would Console” in HWW, pp. 55–61 
“Not an Enclosed Garden” in HPI, pp. 62–64 

Film:  
• The Awakener: The Story of Y.H. Brenner 

Week V  
Class 9: Tuesday, February 16 
Readings: 

• Dvora Baron: 
“From By the Way” in HWW, pp. 27–30 
“Agunah” on D2L 

• Yitzhaq Shami, “Letters”; “My Literary Remains” in HWW, pp. 62–65 
Film: 

• “Return” (Episode 5 of The Story of the Jews) 
Class 10: Thursday, February 18 
Readings: 

• Shm’uel Yosef Agnon: 
“The Nobel Prize Address” in HWW, pp. 66–70 
“The Lady and the Peddler” on D2L 

Film:  
S.Y. Agnon 

Week VI  
Class 11: Tuesday, February 23 
Readings: 

• David Vogel, “From The Edge of Days: Journals” in HWW, pp. 74–81 
• Esther Raab, “Words Like Rare Birds” in HWW, pp. 82–85 
• Ḥayim Hazaz, “The Sermon” in MHL, pp. 265–287 
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Film: 
• Vogel: Lost Vogel 

Class 12: Thursday, February 25 
Readings: 

• Raḥel Bluwstein “On the Order of the Day” in HWW, pp. 71–73 
• Uri Tzvi Greenberg 

“The Poet in the Teaching of the Untamed Jews” in HWW, pp. 86–89 
“With My God the Blacksmith” in HPI, pp. 68–70 

• Gershom Scholem “Thoughts About Our Language” in HWW, pp. 90–93 
• Abraham Shlonsky: 

“From The Journals” in HWW, pp. 94–100 
“Toil” in HPI, pp. 82–84 

 
Film: Miss Bluwstein, Raḥel 

Week VII  
Tuesday, March 2  no class 
Class 13: Thursday, March 4 
Readings: 

• Yocheved Bat-Miriam “A Cubit and a Half” in HPI, pp. 92–94 
• Avot Yeshurun “How Do You Get to the Poem” in HWW, pp. 101–110 
• Yonatan Ratosh: 

“Israeli or Jewish Literature?” in HWW, 111–120 
“In Purple” in HPI, pp. 97–100 

• Natan Alterman: 
“On the Incomprehensible in Poetry” in HWW, pp. 121–129 
“A Summer Night” in HPI, pp. 111–113 

• Leah Goldberg: 
“From The Diaries” in HWW, pp. 130–143 
“After Twenty Years” in HPI, pp. 125–127 

Film:  
The 5 Houses of Lea Goldberg 

Week VIII  
Sunday, March 7 Israeli Film Festival (cocurricular event)—Part I  
(Films will be available to view online the week prior to the online discussion.) 
• Ma‘abarot. Live virtual discussion and Q&A with Director Dina Zvi Riklis and 

Producer Arik Bernstein on Sunday, 11 am-12:30pm EST 
• Tel Aviv on Fire. Live virtual discussion and Q&A with Director Sameh Zoabi 

on Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm EST 
• Tair Haim. Virtual performance and conversation with this Yemenite Israel 

singer-songwriter, of the sister band A-WA, 3:30–4:30pm EST 
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Class 14: Tuesday, March 9 
Readings:  

• Gabriel Preil:  
“On Nature as a Source in the Poem” in HWW, pp. 144–146 
“Chapters in Time—Mine and His” in HPI, pp. 201–203 

• Noah Stern “Portrait of the Young Poet” in HWW, pp. 147–149 
• Zelda: 

“Letter to a Young Writer” in HWW, 150–152  
“Every Rose” in HPI, pp. 238–240 

Film: 
• Zelda: A Simple Woman 

Class 15: Thursday, March 11 
Readings: 

• S. Yizhar: 
“The Need to Speak (1994)” in HWW, pp. 153–157 
“The Prisoner” in MHL, pp. 291–310 

• Yehuda Amichai:  
“How Do You Get to the Poem” in HWW, pp. 158–168 
“Of Three or Four in a Room” in HPI, pp. 166–167 
“The Two of Us Together…” in HPI, pp. 168–169 
“Half of the People in the World” in HPI, pp. 170–172 
“I Was Not One of the Six Million. And What is the Span of My Life? Open 
Shut Open” in POE, pp. 1–4 
“The Precision of Pain and the Blurring of Bliss A Touch of Yearning in 
Everything” in POE, pp. 4–5 
“My Parents’ Motel” in POE, pp. 5–7 
“The Jewish Time Bomb” in POE, pp. 7–8 

Film: 
• Khirbet Khizeh [from A History of Israeli Cinema] 

Week IX 
Sunday, March 14 Israeli Film Festival (cocurricular event)—Part II  
(Films will be available to view online the week prior to the online discussion.) 

Ø The Albanian Code (2019). Live virtual discussion and Q&A with Director 
Yael Katzir,11am-12:30pm EST 

Ø “A Taste of Israel”. Virtual cooking demonstration of a Moroccan Israeli dish 
with Chef Hunny Khodorkovsky, 12:45–1:45pm EST 

Ø In Search of Israeli Cuisine. Live virtual discussion and Q&A with film 
narrator, Chef Michael Solomonov, 2:00–3:00pm EST 

Class 16: Tuesday, March 16 
• David Shahar, “First Lesson” in HWW, pp. 170–173 
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• Sami Michael, “I’d Come Back from Work, Wash Off the Mud, and Sit 
Down at My Desk” in HWW, pp. 174–178 

• Natan Zach, pp. 179–183 
• Dan Pagis in HWW, pp. 184–187 
• Shulamit Hareven in HWW, pp. 188–202 
• Aharon Appelfeld in HWW, pp. 203–211 

Class 17: Thursday, March 18 
• David Avidan in HWW, pp. 212–214 
• Ya’akov Shabtai in HWW, pp. 215–224 
• Harold Schimmel in HWW, pp. 225–230 
• Dahlia Ravikovitch in HWW, pp. 231–234 

Week X  
Class 18: Tuesday, March 23 

• A.B. Yehoshua in HWW, pp. 235–247 
• Yoel Hoffman in HWW, pp. 248–252 
• Amos Oz in HWW, pp. 253–261 

Class 19: Thursday, March 25 
• Aharon Shabtai in HWW, pp. 262–269 
• Meir Wieseltier in HWW, pp. 270–272 
• Yona Wollach in HWW, pp. 273–277 
• Anton Shammas in HWW, pp. 278–287 
• David Grossman in HWW, pp. 288–291 

Week XI 
Class 20: Tuesday, March 30 
Readings: 

• Ronit Matalon in HWW, pp. 292–296 
• Sami Shalom Chetrit in HWW, pp. 297–303 
• Haviva Pedaya in HWW, pp. 304–310 

Class 21: Thursday, April 1 

Week XII 
Class 22: Tuesday, April 6 
Readings: 
Class 23: Thursday, April 8 
Readings: 

Week XIII  
Class 24: Tuesday, April 13 
Readings: 
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Class 25: Thursday, April 15 
Readings: 

Week XIV (November 24–30) 
Class 26: Tuesday, April 20  Last day of class 
Readings: 


