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By TAYLOR BLAIR 
On Oct. 27, 2018, a shooting at the 

Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh rat-
tled the nation. The attack, among the 
deadliest against the Jewish community 
in the history of the United States, left 
11 dead and six wounded.

In remembrance, artists across the 
United States and abroad banded to-
gether to create the traveling art exhibit, 
“From Darkness to Light: Mosaics In-
spired by Tragedy.” It is on display at the 
MSU Main Library through Dec. 22, 
featuring 34 reproductions of the orig-
inal 36 mosaics.

Yael Aronoff, director of MSU’s Mi-
chael and Elaine Serling Institute for 
Jewish Studies and Modern Israel, said 
the exhibit is “a moving tribute by art-
ists from across the world to the 11 con-
gregants of the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh four years ago that were 
murdered as they were praying by an 
antisemitic white nationalist.”

“I was particularly moved by the re-
flection in the exhibit by a surviving 
congregant of the Tree of Life synagogue 
who was a Holocaust survivor,” Aronoff 
said. “While we look to the future 
with hope, it is also daunting that 
threats and attacks against Jews in 
the U.S. have risen over the past 
four years. Two suspects were ar-
rested in New York for threatening 
a New York City synagogue, one of 
whom operated a white suprema-
cist Twitter group. This followed 
an FBI warning of credible threats 
this month against synagogues in 
New Jersey. It is our job as educa-
tors to educate about these hatreds 
that lead to murder and other ex-
pressions of prejudice.”

Librarian Deborah Margolis 
worked with Tree of Life board 
member Dave Kella to bring the 
exhibit to MSU as a way of high-
lighting the work of MSU’s Ser-
ling Institute for Jewish Studies. 
Kella serves as the liaison between 
the mosaic artists and institutions 
housing the display.

“The institute has been trying to ed-
ucate the MSU community about an-
tisemitism,” Margolis said. “I thought it 
would be a good opportunity to support 
those efforts.” 

An art lover herself, 
Margolis complimented 
the beauty of the art-
work and the recurring 
themes of positivity, 
love and peace. She lik-
ened mosaics from the 
exhibit to the concept of 
taking little pieces from 
broken things to make 
something hopeful and 
beautiful out of our 
world. 

The conception of this 
collaboration between 
artists began with mo-
saic artist Susan Rib-
nick, owner of Vintage 
Mosaic in Austin, Texas, 
and co-president of the 
Austin Mosaic Guild. 

Ribnick called a guild board meeting 
to create a memorial immediately after 
the shooting. 

“When this happened in Pittsburgh, 
it just hit very close to home,” she said.

Ribnick has participated in community 
projects in the past. She believes people 

can do good work when they are inspired 
and have something to say. 

“When these things happen, every-
body walks around feeling kind of help-
less and stung. Art can be a very pow-

erful way of getting a message 
across,” she said.

When speaking about her role in de-
velopment, Ribnick says she was just 
the “ringleader” of the project.

The mosaics started as a 12-person 
intercommunity effort in Austin that 

quickly grew as more people 
wanted to get involved. After 
heavy interest, Ribnick creat-
ed guidelines and a dedication 
panel for new collaborators. 
The number of artists grew to 
36 once COVID-19 hit, leaving 
creatives idle in their studios.

The genesis of the exhibit go-
ing on the road was mostly an 
organic process, according to 
Ribnick. 

“We just started to get invita-
tions. And then, of course, the 
scope of everything changed,” 
she said. “We had to get our-
selves organized in a different 
way. I thought it was great. It 
exceeded my expectations. Be-
cause what we’re trying to do is 
rattle some cages. We’re trying 
to be heard.” Ribnick held an 

event in Austin, and after news 
articles were released, the Skir-
ball Museum in Cincinnati con-

tacted Ribnick about hosting the exhib-
it. Other venues followed suit.

Displaying the exhibit at MSU’s li-
brary is an intentional choice. 

“It’s a blend of Jewish and universal 
symbols and everyone coming together 
hoping for peace and tolerance,” said 
Margolis. 

A press release described the library 
as a space that “promotes equal access 
to information and spaces for all and 
leads meaningful initiatives in acces-
sibility, diversity, equity and inclu-
sion.” 

With daily foot traffic from the MSU 
community, Margolis shared how re-
freshing it was seeing the student body 
experiencing the exhibit. 

“I think their initial reaction is just 
how nice it is,” she said. “Each piece has 
very different artists; they can read and 
see what each piece is about and what 
the exhibit is about as a whole.”

What happens to the message once 
the exhibit leaves? 

“Let the artwork do the heavy lift-
ing,” said Ribnick. “Maybe that will 
promote a conversation. Rather than 
walking around feeling indignant and 
angry, let’s do something.”

“I would like people to continue to 
learn about different cultures,” Margo-
lis said. “Today, I think many of us do 
not know people from other cultures, 
especially other political views. It’s very 
sad, and that bothers me a lot these 
days. I hope that people will continue 
to seek out learning about different 
people’s views. Maybe there’s something 
underneath that’s in common.” 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 
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 “Mantra” (2021), by Carol Nemir of Austin, Texas. 
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“Into the Light” (2019), by Robyn Abrams of 
Philadelphia.
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“Light One Candle” (2019), by Karen Kobylus of 
San Marcos, Texas.




