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DIRECTOR NOTES
It has been an eventful academic year. In September, 
the Serling Institute for Jewish Studies and Modern 
Israel celebrated the 30th Anniversary of the 
Jewish Studies Program at MSU, with a moving 
and memorable celebration at Cowles House, the 
President’s home on campus. Along with a fine buffet 
and Klezmer music, there was a program of prominent 
speakers, among them: former MSU President Samuel 
L. Stanley; former MSU President Peter McPherson; 
Vice President and Chief Diversity Officer Jabbar 
Bennett; Dean of the College of Arts and Letters 
and the Honors College Christopher Long; former 
Directors of Jewish Studies Professor Steve Weiland 
and Professor Emeritus Ken Waltzer; current Jewish 
Studies student Ellie Baden; and Sarah Kirsch, an 
MSU Jewish Studies alumna and the newest member 
of its Board. Michael and Elaine Serling spoke about 
the history of the program, and their commitment to 
and passion for the work of the Serling Institute. In 
her address (which I had the honor of reading on her 
behalf, as she was traveling at the time), then-Provost 
Teresa Woodruff (now Interim President) wrote that 
“as a result of this steady growth and progress, the 
Jewish Studies Program has become one of MSU’s 
upward spirals of excellence, distinguishing the 
university by way of its exemplary scholarship, service, 
and commitments to equity and inclusion over the 
years.”

DEI work has been a major part of our efforts this 
past year. We led, in collaboration with others across 
the university including the DEI Strategic Steering 
Committee, the drafting of a new and more robust 
Religious Observance Policy at MSU that takes 
effect this spring. As Interim President Woodruff 
noted, “the proposed policy updates represent 
MSU’s commitment to enacting and enabling the 
inclusive culture we aim to achieve, as reflected 
in the university’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
plan and university-wide strategic plan. The policy 
acknowledges that inclusive thinking and practices 
enable the best work of everyone – and that truly 
inclusive policies are needed to foster a truly inclusive 
community. Over the past 30 years, the Jewish Studies 
Program at MSU has taken many single steps forward 
that have collectively brought about real and enduring 
change in support of making the MSU community 
better, brighter, and more inclusive for all.”

Our program also contributes to the University’s 
strategic goal of excellence in undergraduate 
education, global impact, and equity, by our support 
for four MSU Study Abroad Programs to Israel this 
academic year. In this newsletter, you can read about 
our exciting study abroad from this past October, 
led by our Serling faculty affiliate Professor Gail 
Richmond, focusing on “Sustainability and Social 
Justice” in partnership with the Technion. Serling 

Institute faculty affiliate Ayalla Ruvio will lead a study 
abroad on entrepreneurship and innovation in Israel 
over the Spring break; MSU faculty Tasha Warren 
will bring students from the College of Music to 
perform in Israel in May; and Yore Kedem, core Serling 
Institute faculty member, will lead our long-standing 
study abroad program at the Hebrew University in 
July. Students participating in all four study abroad 
programs benefit from our Levy, Modern Israel, 
Gladner, and Slade Study abroad scholarships.

The Serling Institute continues to contribute to the 
promotion of DEI on our campus by addressing rising 
antisemitism globally, nationally, and even on our own 
campus. This work has become increasingly important 
given the disturbing spike in high-profile antisemitic 
statements and incidents in the past several months. 
VP and Chief Diversity Officer Jabbar Bennett has
noted that “[the Serling Institute’s] work continues to 
shine a light on key issues — including the scourge of 
antisemitism — that impact members of the Jewish 
community at MSU and beyond.” We continue to 
share our Guide on Antisemitism with faculty, staff, 
and students, and we inaugurate in spring 2023 a new 
“Conversations on Antisemitism and Islamophobia;” 
we also continue training Residential Advisors. 
We include several events this spring that address 
antisemitism on campuses and beyond. “When I was 
looking at colleges, it was very important to me that 
I find a campus with an active and vibrant Jewish 
community that could provide me with both academic 
and social support,” said senior JS minor Ellie Baden. 
“Unfortunately, antisemitism on college campuses is 
on the rise across the country. I am so proud to go to 
a university and be involved with a program that is 
actively combating hate.”

Looking forward, our programming this spring we 
emphasize the diversity of Israeli identities and 
cultures. Our Israeli film festival features films about 
immigration, race and education, and highlights the 
culture of Israelis of Yemenite background, through a 
film honoring the career of a Yemenite Israeli singer, 
and with an exciting concert by the band Yemen 
Blues. More broadly, our programming highlights the 
diversity of the Jewish experience, through history and 
around the globe. I invite you to review these exciting 
upcoming events detailed in this newsletter, and I look 
forward to seeing you this spring!

Professor Yael Aronoff
Director of The Michael and Elaine Serling Institute 
for Jewish Studies and Modern Israel. If you have 
any questions about our Institute please email me at 
aronoffy@msu.edu or call me at 517-303-6019.
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Yael Aronoff’s chapter in What Jerusalem Means 
to Us: Jewish Perspectives and Reflections, Saliba 
Sarsar, ed., is forthcoming in 2023. Dr. Aronoff is on 
the Board of the Association of Israel Studies, on its 
Nomination Committee, and its Program Committee. 
She is participating in the Association of Israel Studies 
Conference at NYU June 26-28, 2023 where she is 
participating on a roundtable on the findings of the 
2022 Israeli Democracy Index report on major trends 
in Israeli public opinion on Israeli democracy since 
2003; a roundtable on “Understanding Territorial 
Withdrawal: Israeli Occupations and Exits;” and on 
a roundtable on the results and implications of the 
2022 Israeli elections. She is giving a talk this spring 
on Israeli-Palestinian relations in the community-
university initiative called “Town and Gown,” a 
university-community initiative which provides 
intellectual opportunities to senior citizens in the 
Lansing area, on February 7, 2023. She is also giving 
a talk on the Israeli elections and their implications at 
Case Western University this Spring.

Kirsten Fermaglich was elected this fall to serve on 
the Board of Directors for the Association for Jewish 
Studies for a three-year term.  She gave a presentation 
on antisemitism at Colorado College in October 
and at American University in December (in both 
presentations, she highlighted the recent publication 
of the Serling Institute’s Guide on Antisemitism). She 
also spoke about her research on name changing for 
Coffee with the Profs, the MSU alumni speaker series, 
in October.  In December, Dr. Fermaglich will present 
new research on antisemitism in federal housing policy 
at the Association for Jewish Studies conference in 
Boston.  In April, she will participate in a panel on 
antisemitism at UCLA; she will also give a lecture on 
American antisemitism in the 20th century for the 
National Humanities Center. 

Steven Gold recently published, with co-author 
Nir Cohen, “Exploring the Creative Israeli Diaspora:  
Reading Class and Profession in the Diaspora,” in the 
Routledge Handbook on Middle Eastern Diasporas 
edited by Dalia Abdelhady, Ramy Aly. London: 
Routledge 2022.

Mary Juzwik will present her co-authored paper 
(with Burke, K. & Prins, E.) “Why do (ethno) religious 
nationalisms matter for curriculum studies? White 
Christian nationalism in the US,” at the annual meeting 
of the American Educational Research Association 
in Chicago in April 2023.  Dr. Juzwik will also chair 
a symposium on “Exploring (Ethno) religious Truths 
in Curriculum Studies: A Dialogue Across Global 
Perspectives,” at that conference. Dr. Juzwik’s co-
authored manuscript (with Deroo, M., Ponzio, C., 
and Wheatley, L.), “Transnational Youth Expressing 
Religious Being and Belonging through Writing: Youth 

Writers’ Purposes, Audiences, and Formal Choices 
across Public U.S. Secondary Classrooms, 2015-2020,” 
has been conditionally accepted for publication in the 
journal Research in the Teaching of English.

Amy Simon participated in a community discussion 
regarding contemporary antisemitism for the 
organization Lansing Mom, and presented her research 
on emotions in the Warsaw ghetto at the Association 
for Jewish Studies annual conference in December 
2022. In February, she will give a public talk on victim/
perpetrator relationships, personal accounts, and 
empathy in Holocaust studies for “Town and Gown,” 
a university-community initiative which provides 
intellectual opportunities to senior citizens in the 
Lansing area. She will also give a public presentation 
on her forthcoming book, “Emotions in Yiddish Ghetto 
Diaries,” as part of the Yom HaShoah program at 
Congregation Etz Chaim in New Jersey in April. In June, 
Professor Simon will travel to Germany to participate in 
a publication workshop for her research on anxiety in 
the ghettos during the Holocaust.

Dr. Simon’s book, Emotions in Yiddish Ghetto Diaries: 
Encountering Persecutors and Questioning Humanity, 
will be published by Routledge in June (See Faculty 
Highlights, pg.18, for more detail.)

Ken Waltzer’s essay, “Reflections on Antisemitism in 
Contemporary Europe,” published in 2015, will appear 
in a collection of essays from Fathom magazine to be 
published by Routledge in 2023.

Vered Weiss will present “Science, Science Fiction, 
and Archives in Infinity and Science is a Beacon” at the 
Association for Israel Studies Conference, June 26-28, 
at New York University.

Lynn Wolff participated in Lessons & Legacies, the 
annual conference of the Holocaust Educational 
Foundation of Northwestern University, held 
this year in Ottawa, Canada. The topic was “The 
Holocaust: Rethinking Paradigms in Research and 
Representation.” She participated in a three-day 
seminar on “Lessons Learned? Teaching the Holocaust 
in and with Texts in Languages Other than English.” 

Laura Yares’ article “A Tale of Two Catechisms: 
Education, Generational Conflict, and Geographical 
Division in Nineteenth Century American Judaism” will 
be published in the Journal American Jewish History
this spring.

Dr. Yares’ book, Jewish Sunday schools: Teaching 
Religion in Nineteenth Century America, will be 
published by NYU Press in August (See Faculty 
Highlights, pg.18, for more detail.)

ACADEMIC NEWS



66

Dean of the College of Music Jim Forger, Dean of the 
College of Law Linda Greene, Dean of the College of Arts 
and Letters and Dean of the Honors College Chris Long, 

and Dean of the College of Social Science Mary Finn

Serling Institute Board Member 
Lawrence Levy with his son Maverick 

Levy who is an MSU graduate who 
minored in Jewish Studies

Michael and Elaine Serling, Director Yael Aronoff and Deborah and Eric Abramson, who established the 
Abramson Scholarship for Holocaust Studies in Europe, Israel, and the U.S. 

CELEBRATING THE 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE JEWISH 
STUDIES PROGRAM AT MSU
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Vice President and Chief 
Diversity Officer

 Jabbar R. Bennett

Former MSU President 
Samuel L. Stanley 

Dean of the College of Arts 
and Letters and Dean of the 

Honors College
Chris Long

Michael Serling
President of the Serling 
Institute Advisory Board

Elaine Serling Director Yael Aronoff

Former MSU President 
Peter McPherson 

Former Director of Jewish 
Studies Ken Waltzer

Former Director of Jewish 
Studies Steven Weiland

Alumna and former Jewish 
Studies minor Sara Kirsch

Current Jewish Studies 
Minor Ellie Baden
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Virtual Panel on “Education About Antisemitism on College 
Campuses” 
Wednesday, January 25th 7:00-8:30 pm, Zoom
 (Meeting ID: 981 6184 1226 Passcode: Serling)

Ethan Katz is Associate Professor of History and Jewish Studies at the University of California-
Berkeley, where he is also the Chair of the Chancellor’s Committee on Jewish Life and 
Campus Climate. Since the spring of 2019, he has been the co-founder and co-director of the 
Antisemitism Education Initiative at Berkeley (along with Rabbi Naftalin-Kelman). This effort 

brings together administrators, faculty, and leaders of the campus Jewish community to create 
a sustained program to combat antisemitism, and has been treated as a resource and model 

by colleagues on a number of other campuses. Katz is also currently the co-chair of a Task 
Force of the Association for Jewish Studies on Antisemitism and Academic Freedom.

As a scholar, Dr. Katz’s work has focused on the Jewish experience in modern Europe and the Middle 
East, especially in France and the Francophone world. Much of his scholarship examines Jewish belonging and 
exclusion, Jewish-Muslim relations, the Holocaust, Islamophobia, and colonialism and its legacies. His book The 
Burdens of Brotherhood: Jews and Muslims from North Africa to France (Harvard, 2015) received five prizes, 
including a National Jewish Book Award and two awards for the best book of the year in French history.

Avinoam J. Patt is the Doris and Simon Konover Chair of Judaic Studies and Director of the Center 
for Judaic Studies and Contemporary Jewish Life at the University of Connecticut. In Spring 2022, 
he created and facilitated a new one-credit pop-up course at the University of Connecticut, Why 
the Jews: Confronting Antisemitism, which reached over 1600 students in the first semester it 
was offered. He is the author of multiple books on Jewish responses to the Holocaust, including 

Finding Home and Homeland: Jewish Youth and Zionism in the Aftermath of the Holocaust
(Wayne State University Press, May 2009); co-editor (with Michael Berkowitz) of a collected 
volume on Jewish Displaced Persons, titled We are Here: New Approaches to the Study of 
Jewish Displaced Persons in Postwar Germany (Wayne State University Press, 2010); and is 
a contributor to several projects at the USHMM including Jewish Responses to Persecution, 

1938-1940 (USHMM/Alta Mira Press, September 2011). He recently completed a new book on the early postwar 
memory of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising (The Jewish Heroes of Warsaw: The Afterlife of the Revolt, published 
by Wayne State UP in May 2021). Together with David Slucki and Gabriel Finder, he is co-editor of a new volume
Laughter After: Humor and the Holocaust (April 2020) and, with Laura Hilton, is co-editor of the new volume 
Understanding and Teaching the Holocaust (University of Wisconsin Press, July 2020)  In 2022-23, he will serve 
as Visiting Professor of Holocaust Studies at New York University.

David Schraub is an Assistant Professor of Law at Lewis & Clark Law School, where he teaches 
courses on constitutional law and anti-discrimination law. He previously taught at DePaul 
University, the University of California-Berkeley, and the University of Illinois. David has published 
extensively on the subjects of antisemitism and anti-discrimination more broadly in both 
academic and popular outlets, such as the California Law Review, the American Political Science 

Review, and the Association of Jewish Studies (AJS) Review, as well as The Atlantic, The 
Jewish Daily Forward, and Haaretz. He holds a B.A. from Carleton College, a J.D. from the 
University of Chicago Law School, and a Ph.D. from the University of California-Berkeley. 
Dr. Schraub has organized the 2nd annual conference on “Law vs. Antisemitism” at the Lewis 

& Clark Law School.
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SPRING EVENTS    2023
How the Soviet Jew Was Made
by Dr. Sasha Senderovich
Thursday, February 23rd, 7:00-8:30 pm
Club Spartan (3rd Floor, Case Hall) 
*The event is both in-person and livestreaming on YouTube: Serling 
Institute for Jewish Studies

Sasha Senderovich will discuss his new book, How the Soviet Jew 
Was Made, published by Harvard University Press in 2022. In his 
book, Senderovich offers a close reading of postrevolutionary 
Russian and Yiddish literature and film that recast the Soviet Jew as 

a novel cultural figure: not just a minority but an ambivalent character navigating 
between the Jewish past and Bolshevik modernity.

After the revolution of 1917, Jews who had previously lived in the Russian Empire’s Pale of Settlement quickly 
exited the shtetls, seeking prospects elsewhere. Some left for bigger cities in different parts of the new 
Bolshevik state, others for Europe, America, or Palestine. Thousands tried their luck in the newly established 
Jewish Autonomous Region in the Far East, where urban merchants would become tillers of the soil. For these 
Jews, Soviet modernity meant freedom, the possibility of the new, and the pressure to discard old ways of life.

This ambivalence was embodied in the Soviet Jew—not just a descriptive demographic term but a novel cultural 
figure. In insightful readings of Yiddish and Russian literature, films, and reportage, Senderovich finds characters 
traversing space and history and carrying with them the dislodged practices and archetypes of a lost Jewish 
world. Senderovich urges us to see the Soviet Jew anew, as not only a minority but also a particular kind of 
liminal being. How the Soviet Jew Was Made emerges as a profound meditation on culture and identity in a 
shifting landscape.

Sasha Senderovich is an Assistant Professor in Slavic Languages & Literatures and the Jackson School of 
International Studies, and a faculty affiliate at the Stroum Center for Jewish Studies at the University of 
Washington in Seattle. Together with Harriet Murav, he translated, from the Yiddish, David Bergelson’s novel 
Judgment (Northwestern University Press, 2017). Together with Harriet Murav, he is currently working on In 
the Shadow of the Holocaust: Short Fiction by Jewish Writers from the Soviet Union, a collection of stories by 
several different authors translated from both Yiddish and Russian. He has also published on contemporary 
Soviet-born immigrant Jewish authors in America. In addition to scholarly work, he has also published essays 
on literary, cultural, and political topics in the Los Angeles Review of Books, the New York Times, the Forward, 
Lilith, Jewish Currents, the Stranger, and the New Republic.

*20 complementary books will be available for the first students, faculty, and community members who contact us at 
jewishst@msu.edu to read it before the event. The books will also be available for purchase and signing at the event.

Student Forum on Antisemitism
Tuesday, February 28th, 6:00-7:30 pm
MSU Hillel Jewish Studies Center (360 Charles St. East Lansing, MI 48823)

Forum for students to share and/or hear from fellow students about experiences of antisemitism at MSU, in a 
supportive environment with Serling Institute faculty, Hillel staff, and the Chabad rabbis. 
This is not open to the public.

a novel cultural figure: not just a minority but an ambivalent character navigating 

*Please email us at jewishst@msu.edu with any questions on how to 
access our events online or if you would like to be added to our listserv 
to get email reminders of our upcoming events and more!

*For visitor parking information please visit: maps.msu.edu/interactive
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Jared Armstrong’s Fight For Israeli Citizenship
Monday, April 3rd, 3:00-4:20 pm, Zoom
 (Meeting ID: 925 137 4860 Passcode: Serling)

A story of triumph, Mr. Armstrong fought the Israeli Interior Ministry for his right to make 
aliyah. Throughout his journey, he received support and help from the White House 

Jewish liaison, many US ambassadors, and philanthropists. Mr. Armstrong was 
granted citizenship...but not as a Jew.

Jared Armstrong is a Jewish-American professional basketball player in Israel. 
He currently plays for Maccabi Rishon - Lezion, one of the most prestigious 

clubs in Israel. Jared was born to a Jewish mother, and raised to a Jewish family in 
Philadelphia. At the age of 24, Mr. Armstrong fought against the Israeli government (Ministry of Interior) for 
his right to return to his homeland. Throughout his journey, Mr. Armstrong received national media attention, 
as well as help from politicians, ambassadors and philanthropists to help him make aliyah. Mr. Armstrong is 
a graduate of Slippery Rock University, where he holds a bachelor degree in Fitness Management. Also, Mr. 
Armstrong runs his own basketball training company called “Who Would of Thought Enterprises” which is a 
community based platform to help players of all ages achieve their goals throughout their career. 

Israeli Fantasy and Science Fiction:
Fantastical Time/Space and the Modern Promised Land
by Dr. Vered Weiss
Tuesday, April 11th at 1:00-2:30 pm, Natural Sciences Bldg 304
*The event is both in-person and livestreaming on YouTube: Serling Institute for Jewish Studies

The notion of ‘The Promised Land’ is simultaneously known and familiar and inherently 
incomprehensible. It is conceptually both a real place that one must reach and conquer, and 
it is also a nebulous idea of promise and prosperity. Focusing on twenty-first century 
Israeli Science Fiction and Fantasy (SFF), Weiss outlines a division between Judaic 
Israeli SFF and Universalist Israeli SFF texts. The former uses the Promised Land time/
space to engage with Jewish and Israeli culture as the main focal point, and the latter 
rejects such associations. Weiss also examines SFF that engages with the Promised 
Land time/space in a sporadic manner, situating local Jewish and Israeli concerns 
within global issues, and vice versa, which she terms Hybrid Judaic Universalist Israeli 
SFF. The three kinds of Israeli SFF adhere to transcultural SFF generic ontological 
conventions, forging a fundamental unifying bridge between Israeli and global 
readers.

Vered Weiss is the Serling Israeli Visiting Scholar and The Israel Institute Teaching 
Fellow at The Michael and Elaine Serling Institute for Jewish Studies and Modern Israel. Weiss is a faculty 
member of the Center for Integrative Studies in the Arts and Humanities, and teaches courses on Israeli culture, 
as well as on world literature. Weiss is co-editor of Tracing Topographies: Revisiting the Concentration Camps 
Seventy Years after the Liberation of Auschwitz (Routledge, 2017), and is co-editing a volume about Israeli 
culture and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (Lexington). Her current research project explores the interplay 
between the location of marginalized characters and the ways in which narrative empathy is formulated in 
literature, and she is also collaborating on a co-edited volume about Israeli speculative fiction (Liverpool 
University Press).

March 19 and March 21- Israeli Film Festival (see pages 12-15)
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Serling Undergraduate Research Conference
Friday, April 14th, 9am-5pm, JMC Library, Case Hall (3rd floor)
*The event is both in-person and livestreaming on YouTube: Serling Institute for Jewish Studies

During this annual conference undergraduate students will present their research papers written for Jewish Studies 
courses under the guidance of Jewish Studies faculty. The conference includes a keynote address by an alumnus of the 
Serling Institute, Josh Kanter (JMC ‘09 - PTCD, Jewish Studies, Peace and Justice Studies) who will discuss his lecture:

Inspiring the Jewish Future by Looking to the Past
Friday, April 14th, 12:00 pm, over a complementary lunch in the JMC Library, Case 
Hall (3rd floor)

How will the learning that you are doing today influence the work you will do tomorrow? Josh 
Kanter will speak about how his experience as an undergrad, and his time in Israel, shaped his 
identity and ultimately led to a career in the innovative Jewish education space. Hear insights on 
the changing landscape of Jewish community, education and activism. 

Josh Kanter is the director of partnerships and marketing at Reboot, responsible for maximizing 
the impact of Reboot projects which have reached over 5 million people since 2020. Josh brings 
a wealth of experience in the Jewish community having worked previously at UJA-Federation 

of New York, American Jewish World Service, the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit, 
and Bend the Arc. Josh is a past co-chair of JPRO New York. Originally from Detroit, he holds 
an MSW in Jewish Communal Leadership from the University of Michigan School of Social 
Work. He lives in West Orange, NJ with his partner, Allie, and two adorable young children.

Annual Rabin/Brill Lecture: Paper Love: an exploration 
into family identity, myth, and memory
by Sarah Wildman
Tuesday, April 18th, 7:00-8:30 pm, JMC Library, Case Hall 
*The event is both in-person and livestreaming on YouTube: Serling Institute for 
Jewish Studies

What can we know of one person’s story? How can we reconsider who is remembered, 
and how? How do we better understand the war by unpacking the dissolution of public life 
for Jews and others demonized and marginalized by Nazis? In this talk we’ll look at how 
narrative is passed to subsequent generations and how subsequent generations address wartime 
trauma.  What responsibility do we have to those whose words we find? How do we find new ways 
to look at Holocaust narratives? Whose voices were left out in early Holocaust histories? 

Years ago, journalist Sarah Wildman came across a cache of letters her refugee grandfather had hidden 
away from the family during the Second World War and the immediate postwar period. Dozens were from one 
woman: Valy, Valerie, Scheftel, a fellow medical student, and the woman he left behind when he fled Vienna in the 
fall of 1938. Wildman set out on a search for that woman’s story, combing through archives in Europe and America, 
through letters and ultimately, interviewing eyewitnesses. In her book, and her talk, Wildman addresses the wounds 
still open for third generation descendants of the war - victims and perpetrators and bystanders -- and looks for 
ways to tell a single story in an effort to combat erasure.

Sarah Wildman is the author of Paper Love: Searching for the Girl My Grandfather Left Behind. She is currently an 
editor and writer at the New York Times in Opinion. She was previously an editor at Foreign Policy Magazine, for 
which she hosted and co-produced the podcast First Person. Sarah has also been on staff at NBC News online, Vox 
and The New Republic. She has long contributed to a number of other publications and she has received numerous 
fellowships and awards in support of her work, including a German Marshall Fund Peter R. Weitz Prize for excellence 
and originality in coverage of Europe, a Milena Jesenska Fellowship in Vienna, and an Arthur F. Burns Fellowship in 
Germany as well as two Pulitzer Center grants for covering issues shaping Jerusalem and Paris, among others.

*20 complementary books will be available for the first students, faculty, and community members who contact us at 
jewishst@msu.edu to read it before the event. The books will also be available for purchase and signing at the event.
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narrative is passed to subsequent generations and how subsequent generations address wartime 

Annual Rabin/Brill Lecture: Paper Love: an exploration 

and how? How do we better understand the war by unpacking the dissolution of public life 

Annual Rabin/Brill Lecture: Paper Love: an exploration 

and how? How do we better understand the war by unpacking the dissolution of public life 

Years ago, journalist Sarah Wildman came across a cache of letters her refugee grandfather had hidden 
away from the family during the Second World War and the immediate postwar period. Dozens were from one 
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THE SERLING INSTITUTE PRESENTS:

17th ANNUAL MSU
Sunday March 19

RCAH Theater, C20 Snyder-Phillips Hall, 362 Bogue St.

1:00 pm Intro to One More Story, with special guest Omer Barak
 author of novel upon which film was based

1:30 pm Screening of One More Story
3:00 pm Discussion, Omer Barak 

3:30 pm Intro to Queen Shoshana  
3:45 pm Screening of Queen Shoshana

5:45 pm Discussion, Dr. Yael Katzir

6:00-7:00 pm Dinner  (complementary Woody’s dinner served outside if weather permits) 

7:00-8:30 pm Live Performance by the Yemen Blues Quartet

Tuesday, March 21
STEM Building Room 1202, 642 Red Cedar Rd.

10:00 am Welcome and Intro to Give it Back! 
10:15 am Screening of Give it Back! 

10:30 am a discussion with director Ruchama Ehrenhalt

Wells Hall Room B117, 619 Red Cedar Rd. 

12:40 pm Intro to Science is a Beacon led by the award winning director, Yael Kazir
12:50 pm Screening of Science is a Beacon

1:30 pm a discussion with director Yael Katzir

Please consider the Serling Institute in your charitable giving this year, to support our 
mission to educate students and future leaders on Jewish Studies and Modern Israel. 

You may scan here to donate or give online at https://givingto.msu.edu/
gift/?sid=3873 and click on the Give Now button. If you wish to make 
a gift via check, please make your check payable to Michigan State 
University and in the memo section include Serling Institute. Please 
mail it to: University Advancement, Spartan Way, 535 Chestnut Road 

Room 300, East Lansing, MI 48824. If you have questions about giving, 
please contact: Christine Radtke, CFRE, Sr. Director of Development, 

College of Arts & Letters at 517.353.4725 or email at radtkech@msu.edu

mission to educate students and future leaders on Jewish Studies and Modern Israel. 

College of Arts & Letters at 517.353.4725 or email at 

You may scan here to donate or give online at
gift/?sid=3873gift/?sid=3873

Room 300, East Lansing, MI 48824
please contact: Christine Radtke, CFRE, Sr. Director of Development, 

College of Arts & Letters at 517.353.4725 or email at 

You may scan here to donate or give online at

please contact: Christine Radtke, CFRE, Sr. Director of Development, 
College of Arts & Letters at 517.353.4725 or email at 
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ISRAELI FILM FESTIVAL
Sunday, March 19, 1:00 pm: One More Story (2021)

RCAH Theater, C20 Snyder-Phillips Hall, 362 Bogue St.

Director: Guri Alfi 
Romance/Comedy
Followed by a discussion with writer Omer Barak
Israel. Language: Hebrew (English subtitles)
An ambitious young journalist, Yarden, is put to the test when her 
boss (who also happens to be her lover) assigns her to do a story 
about blind dating in hopes of chasing ratings. She convinces her 
best friend to go out on a daily date for a month, each evening 
with a different woman, until he finds the right one. Even cynical 
young millennials believe in true love, right? Yarden’s not so sure. 
One More Story is the directorial debut from Israel’s beloved 
comedian and TV personality, Guri Alfi, and was based on Omer 
Barak’s bestseller, Wedding Pressure, which received the highest 
price ever paid for movie rights in Israel. With a great score, the film 
is a fun-filled ride as we share the journey of Yarden’s complicated 
dating history while waiting to discover if true love is to be found. 
Romantic comedy, Israeli style!

Omer Barak is an Israeli writer, scriptwriter and journalist. He has written 
for Israeli magazines such as Globes, 7 days, and Blazer. His debut book, Wedding 
Pressure, was a number one bestseller in 2017, and broke Israeli selling records.  In 2021, 
along with Alfi Guri, Barak adapted Wedding Pressure into the film One More Story.
Barak’s second book, Everybody Smile, just came out in December 2022 and hit the 
number one bestselling list within six hours!

Directors: Morris Ben-Mayor and Kobi Farag
Documentary
Followed by a discussion with award winning Director Dr. 
Yael Katzir
Israel. Language: Hebrew (English subtitles)
Shoshana Damari was born in 1923 in Yemen to a Jewish family, the youngest in a 
family of five siblings. In 1925, after a grueling trek on foot, the Damaris reached the 
port of Aden where she took a ship to Palestine and and moved to her childhood home 
in Rishon Lezion. Throughout her life, Shoshana Damari was surrounded by fans. The 
first Israeli diva, cloaked in spectacular embroidered gowns, donning an abundance of 
jewels, she graced local and international stages and stirred millions with her husky and 
beguiling voice. She was the most successful export of Israel to the outside world. In 
the years she lived in the United States, she was a friend of Danny Kaye, Nat King Cole, 
Nina Simon and Harry Belafonte who also recorded one of her songs.
Yet behind the "bigger than life" image there was a woman about whom we know 
little. She didn't like to be interviewed and never volunteered details about her private 
life, her opinions or her thoughts.

In this film we will attempt to depict the other Shoshana. Letters and diaries, rare 
archive material from her estate and interviews with her most inner circle, will shed 
light on the fascinating story of the undisputed "Queen of Hebrew Music," a queen 
who in her twilight years was forgotten and left without a kingdom.

Sunday, March 19, 3:30 pm: Queen Shoshana (2021)
RCAH Theater, C20 Snyder-Phillips Hall, 362 Bogue St.
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ISRAELI FILM FESTIVAL
Sunday, March 19, 7:00 pm: Live Performance by the 

Yemen Blues Quartet 
RCAH Theater, C20 Snyder-Phillips Hall, 362 Bogue St.
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The Yemen Blues Quartet has been the focus of group leader Ravid Kahalani’s
passion for the last year. The band includes founding members Rony Iwryn
and Shanir Blumenkranz, and includes the internationally acclaimed drummer 
Dan Mayo. The band just finished a very successful November EU tour, with 
full houses of dancing fans. This quartet blends the spirit of Arabic, Hebrew 
& French with a heavy sound and grooves that invite a joyful, transcendent 
experience.
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Ruchama Ehrenhalt is a graduate of Ma'aleh School of Film and Television in 
Jerusalem. She also has a B. Ed. from Herzog College of Education, majoring in 
Literature and Communications. Originally from Long Island, Ruchama moved 
to Israel when she was 4 years old and grew up in Bet Shemesh, Israel. She is 
currently a resident of Jerusalem, where she volunteers at the Jerusalem African 
Community Center in their human rights department working with asylum seekers 
from Eritrea and Sudan. Ruchama is currently working at The Feuerstein Institute 
as the Resource Development Coordinator and getting her masters in Human 
Rights Practice from the University of Arizona.

Tuesday, March 21, 10:00 am: Give it Back!  (2019) 
STEM Building Room 1202, 642 Red Cedar Rd.

Tuesday, March 21, 12:40 pm: Science is a Beacon (2022)
Wells Hall Room B117, 619 Red Cedar Rd.

Director: Ruchama Ehrenhalt
Short Film, Drama 
Followed by a discussion with director Ruchama Ehrenhalt
Israel.  Language: Hebrew (English subtitles)
Olivia is a 12 year old immigrant from New York. She is trying to find 
her place in the new world she just landed in, Israeli society. Instantly 
she connects with Alem, an Ethiopian Israeli boy who sits next to her in 
class. It doesn't take long for her to realize that their friendship is social 
suicide. This is a story about alienation, friendship and home.

Official selection - Chicago International Children's Film Festival.

תסריט תסריט תסריט ובימוי: רוחמה ארנהלט | משחק: אורה נאפל, טדסה אקלו, מיכאלה קוויםובימוי: רוחמה ארנהלט | משחק: אורה נאפל, טדסה אקלו, מיכאלה קוויםובימוי: רוחמה ארנהלט | משחק: אורה נאפל, טדסה אקלו, מיכאלה קווים
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Dr. Yael Katzir, is an accomplished and award-winning Israeli documentary filmmaker, 
former head of the History Department and lecturer at the Film Department in the Art 
School of Beit Berl Academic College. Her films include Company Jasmine, Praying In 
Her Own Voice, Violins in Wartime, Shores of Light, The Albanian Code, Shiva for My 
Mother and My Grandma Had a Gun.

Dr. Katzir,  Serling Visiting Israeli Scholar in 2012, 2017, and 2021, taught a cross-
listed class for English, James Madison College, and the Film Studies Program: 
“From Collective Identity to Personal Diversity: Israeli Documentary Filmmaking”.

Director Dr. Yael Katzir
Documentary
Followed by a broadcasted discussion with award 
winning director and professor Yael Katzir
Israel.  Language: Hebrew (English subtitles)
The story of the late Aharon Katzir,  a pioneer in the study of the 
electrochemistry of biopolymers. He received the Israel Prize 
in 1961 and was president of the Israel Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, 1962-1968.

He was killed by a Japanese terrorist at Lod (Ben-Gurion) airport 

in 1972.

Dr. Yael Katzir,Dr. Yael Katzir,
former head of the History Department and lecturer at the Film Department in the Art former head of the History Department and lecturer at the Film Department in the Art 
School of Beit Berl Academic College. Her films include School of Beit Berl Academic College. Her films include 
Her Own Voice,Her Own Voice,
Mother Mother 

Dr. Katzir,  Serling Visiting Israeli Scholar in 2012, 2017, and 2021, taught a cross-Dr. Katzir,  Serling Visiting Israeli Scholar in 2012, 2017, and 2021, taught a cross-
listed class for English, James Madison College, and the Film Studies Program: listed class for English, James Madison College, and the Film Studies Program: 
“From Collective Identity to Personal Diversity: Israeli Documentary Filmmaking”.“From Collective Identity to Personal Diversity: Israeli Documentary Filmmaking”.

Tuesday, March 21, 12:40 pm: 

ובימוי: רוחמה ארנהלט | משחק: אורה נאפל, טדסה אקלו, מיכאלה קוויםובימוי: רוחמה ארנהלט | משחק: אורה נאפל, טדסה אקלו, מיכאלה קוויםובימוי: רוחמה ארנהלט | משחק: אורה נאפל, טדסה אקלו, מיכאלה קווים
הפקה: שירה בהפקה: שירה בהפקה: שירה ביליג | צילום: טל ניניו | עריכה: גפן אריאל | מוסיקה: ספיר מתתיהויליג | צילום: טל ניניו | עריכה: גפן אריאל | מוסיקה: ספיר מתתיהויליג | צילום: טל ניניו | עריכה: גפן אריאל | מוסיקה: ספיר מתתיהו

Scriptwriter & Director: Ruchama Ehrenhalt | Cast: Ora Knapel, Tadese Akalo, Michaella KavimScriptwriter & Director: Ruchama Ehrenhalt | Cast: Ora Knapel, Tadese Akalo, Michaella KavimScriptwriter & Director: Ruchama Ehrenhalt | Cast: Ora Knapel, Tadese Akalo, Michaella Kavim
Producer: Shira Billig | Cinematographer: Tal Ninyo | Editor: Gefen Ariel | Music: Sapir MatityahuProducer: Shira Billig | Cinematographer: Tal Ninyo | Editor: Gefen Ariel | Music: Sapir MatityahuProducer: Shira Billig | Cinematographer: Tal Ninyo | Editor: Gefen Ariel | Music: Sapir Matityahu
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Guide on 
Antisemitism 
for the MSU 
Community 
09-19-2022

“Loving Me, Loving Jew”
Sara Horowitz-09-19-2022

“Negotiations 
between Israel and the 

Palestinians in the 
‘Non-negotiations’ 
Era, 2000-2022“
Yuval Benziman-

09-14-2022

PAST EVENTS FALL 2022

“Loving Me, Loving Jew”

The Leonard Gilman 
Symposium on “Jewish 
Perspectives on Reproductive 
Rights:  Jews, Religious Liberty, 
and Reproductive Freedom in 
the United States”
Dr. Gillian Frank, Representative 
Elissa Slotkin and Attorney 
General Dana Nessel- 10-16-
2022
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“Specters of the Future 
and Monsters of the Past”
Elana Gomel-11-01-2022

“Analyzing the Fifth Israeli Election in 4 
Years”

Yael Aronoff-11-16-2021

“Language as Identity:  the Greek 
Romaniote Jews in the 20th Century”

Andreas Bouroutis-12-07-2022

“Secrets I Won’t Take With Me”
Yossi Beilin-10-28-2022

Symposium on 
“Confederation as a 
Facilitator of theTwo-State 
Solution” moderated by 
Yael Aronoff. 
Panelists: Israela Oron, Hiba 
Husseini, Omar M. Dajani, 
Yossi Beilin and Saliba 
Sarsar-10-30-2022



18

SUSTAINABILITY & SOCIAL JUSTICE: 
MSU-TECHNION STUDY ABROAD 
PARTNERSHIP
By Gail Richmond, Serling Institute faculty affiliate, Professor & Director of Teacher 
Preparation Programs

Eleven MSU graduate 
students, postdocs and 
faculty/staff members 
traveled to Israel in 
late October for 8 full 
days of exploration 
with 11 Israeli doctoral 
students and the 
Dean of the Faculty 

of Education in the 
Sciences and Technology 

at Technion of topics related 
to sustainability and social 

justice in science education. It was also a powerful 
cultural exchange and established the foundation 
for continued work on issues of scholarly interest. 
What follows provides brief description of our 
collective experiences.

Friday-Saturday, 21-22 October: The MSU group 
made its way to the Technion campus and 
after meeting Tali and her spouse Avshalom 
Ginosar, walked down for a light dinner in the Ziv 
neighborhood, which is walking distance from 
campus. Because the next day was Shabbat, the 
first day in Israel began for the MSU group with 
an exploration of our host city of Haifa, guided by 
Dr. Itai Dabran, the director of community-based 
computer science project program at Technion 
and a native of the city. We walked down the stair 
paths from the Carmel neighborhoods to Hadar and 
downtown. Lunch was a family-style Israeli spread 
at Fattoush restaurant in the German Colony. This 

day gave students a chance to get their initial 
bearings in the city where we would spend most of 
our time and illustrated how Haifa is a microcosm 
of the history, culture, and diversity of Israel and the 
site for many community-based projects related to 
peace and to sustainability.

Technion and MSU students met for the first time 
in person on Sunday. The day included lectures 
by faculty and students and provided an overview 
of the Israeli and U.S. education systems, and 
examples of research on programs related to our 
course theme of social justice and sustainability. 
Students also broke into small groups to share 
their individual research. Dr. Tali Tal presented an 
overview of the Israeli education system and the 
issues it faces. Dr. Shuly Kapon then presented 
“How equity emerges from studies of sensemaking 
and appropriation of epistemic practices in physics 
education.” After lunch, students gathered in 
rotating roundtables to share their interests as 
a way to begin exploring potential collaborative 
work. I then presented “Diversity & Equity Issues in 
Teaching & Teacher Preparation in the US Context,” 
and Dr. Yael Barel Ben-David talked about “The 
Citizen Science Lab: Connecting the community.” 
We ended the day with a reflective group 
discussion.

Monday brought with it great anticipation, as it was 
our first field trip day. The first stop was at Alrowad 
for Science & Technology, a non-governmental 
organization in the village of Tamra in northern 
Israel established to promote STEM education in 

Eleven MSU graduate 
students, postdocs and 
faculty/staff members 
traveled to Israel in 
late October for 8 full 
days of exploration 
with 11 Israeli doctoral 
students and the 
Dean of the Faculty 

of Education in the 
Sciences and Technology 

at Technion of topics related 
to sustainability and social 
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the Arab community. We were hosted by directors 
Masaood Ganaiem, Awnas Abunimer and their staff, 
who explained their efforts to build and deliver kits 
for hands-on activities and science demonstrations 
to more than 100 Arab schools around the country. 
They also have a gap-year program in which 
Arab high-school graduates serve as role models 
while being mentored to develop skills critical for 
achieving academic success in college.

That afternoon we stopped at Kibbutz Kabri in the 
Galilee, where we experienced teacher professional 
development at Acheret, the Arab Jewish Center 
for Physics Education Research. The Center is 
managed by Amutat Manor-Cabri, located just 
5 miles from the border with Lebanon, enrolls 
13-18 year-olds, and combines arts, science and 
humanities studies and is committed to engaging 
students in critical thinking and strengthening their 
commitment to justice, community, equality, and 
good citizenship. We later observed Arab students 
carrying out open inquiry projects in their physics 

classes at nearby Sheikh Danun High School 
under the mentorship of Arab teachers who are 
themselves supported by Acheret.

We spent Tuesday at Technion for lectures 
and discussion on our course theme. Dr. Nirit 
Lavie Alon, Head of the National Education for 
Sustainability Teacher Center gave a talk on citizen 
science; Dr. Ayelet Baram Tsabari presented recent 
findings on science communication in ultraorthodox 
society; Dr. Dina Tsybulsky followed with a 
presentation on nature of science at the museums,” 
and Dr. Judy Dori then talked about her work with 
Atidim members to narrow the socioeconomic 
gap through career choices. Dr. Areej Mawasi 
then presented work on designing learning 
environments, Dr. Rachel Pear of University of Haifa 
followed with a presentation on teaching evolution 
in a multicultural society, and Dr. Abeer Watted 
of the Al-Qasemi Academic College of Education 
spoke about teacher education in Arab society. We 
ended the day with a discussion and brainstorming 
to identify group projects.

On Wednesday we traveled to Agamon Hula in 
the finger of northern Israel. There, Yaron Charka, 
JNF chief ornithologist and first-year Technion 

doctoral student, shared his expertise about bird 
migration as a vehicle bridging people, places and 
communities. We discussed the need for greater 
access to Hula by Arab youth and families. We 
then headed to Tel Hai College near Kibbutz Kfar 
Giladi to learn about Galilium, a system of youth-
centered outreach programs in the North. We then 
visited Magi Moalem, 2017 Israel Science Teacher 
of the Year, at Danziger High School in Kiryat 
Shmona. She described the challenges of teaching 
in a Jewish community located far from highly 
resourced urban areas. From there we walked to 
a beautiful nearby park and heard from Dr. Ayelet 
Shavit (Tel Hai College and Technion) about “Town 
Square Academia,” community-based groups 
with a mission of advancing science education in 
underserved communities. We discussed how the 
community-developed priorities and organized 
improvements make this site an educational and 
recreational gathering center.

Our final field trip day began Thursday with a visit 

to Bustan Thom. This environmental education 
center was established by the parents of a 
paratrooper who lost his life during the Second 
Lebanon War. Its programs bring diverse visitors 
to explore how they can be agents for peace and 
for the preservation of the world’s resources. From 
there we traveled to Ramat HaNadiv, where we 
learned from Dr. Nirit Lavie Alon about community-
centered sustainability work occurring there.

Our final day together was spent in intensive group 
work and presentations of collaborative work 
planned for the next six months for a group poster 
session at the 2023 Internaional NARST Conference 
in Chicago. On Saturday, the MSU group toured 
Jerusalem together, punctuated by one final family-
style meal in the Arab section of the city before the 
bus took travelers back to TLV.

Based upon conversations and evaluations, the 
course was life-changing, both professionally and 
personally, for all participants; we cannot thank 
enough funders from Israel and from MSU, for 
making the experience possible. We are already 
brainstorming a follow-up experience, possibly here 
at MSU!
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FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS
Laura Yares 

Laura Yares’ book, Jewish Sunday schools: Teaching Religion in 
Nineteenth Century America, will be published by NYU Press on 
August 1, 2023. It chronicles the development of the Sunday 
school as a mechanism for Jewish education in America, and 
analyzes its distinctively religious curricula. The first Jewish 
Sunday school in America was founded by a pioneering 
group of women in 1838. It soon grew to an entire system, 
led by women, that educated vast numbers of Jewish 
youth across the country. Debates soon swirled, however, 
around the so-called sorry state of “feminized” American 
Jewish supplemental learning in Sunday schools, and the schools 
were taken over by men within one generation of their creation. It is 
commonly assumed that the critiques were accurate and that the early Jewish 
Sunday school was feminized, saccharine, and overly dependent on Christian 
paradigms. Tracing the development of these schools from their inception 

through the first decade of the twentieth century, this book shows this was not the reality. Jewish Sunday Schools
argues that the work of the women who shepherded Jewish education in the early Jewish Sunday school had 
ramifications far outside the classroom. Indeed, we cannot understand the nineteenth-century American Jewish 
experience, and how American Judaism sought to sustain itself in an overwhelmingly Protestant context, without 
looking closely at the development of Jewish Sunday school education.

Dr. Yares’ article “A Tale of Two Catechisms: Education, Generational Conflict, and Geographical Division in 
Nineteenth Century American Judaism” will be published in the Journal American Jewish History this spring.

Amy Simon

Dr. Simon’s book, Emotions in Yiddish Ghetto Diaries: Encountering Persecutors 
and Questioning Humanity, will be published by Routledge in June. This 
book uses an empathic reading of Yiddish diarists’ feelings, evaluations, and 
assessments about persecutors in the Warsaw, Lodz, and Vilna ghettos to 
present an emotional history of persecution in the Nazi ghettos. It re-centers 
the daily experiences of psychological and physical violence that made up 
ghetto life and that ultimately led victims to use their diaries as a place of 
agency to question and attempt to maintain their own beliefs in pre-war 
Jewish and Enlightenment ethics and morality. Essentially, this book highlights 
the benefits of reading with empathy and paying attention to emotions for 
understanding the experiences of people in the past, especially those facing 
tragedy and trauma. 

Dr. Simon participated in a community discussion regarding contemporary 
antisemitism for the organization, Lansing Mom. She presented her research 
on emotions in the Warsaw ghetto and participated in a roundtable on 
reconsidering the Holocaust curriculum in light of the Ukraine war at the 
Association for Jewish Studies annual conference in December 2022. In February, she will give a public talk on 
victim/perpetrator relationships, personal accounts, and empathy in Holocaust studies for “Town and Gown,” 
a university-community initiative which provides intellectual opportunities to senior citizens in the Lansing 
area. She will also give a public presentation on her forthcoming book as part of the Yom HaShoah program at 
Congregation Etz Chaim in New Jersey in April. In June, Professor Simon will travel to Germany to participate in 
a publication workshop for her research on anxiety in the ghettos during the Holocaust.

Jewish Sunday schools: Teaching Religion in 
will be published by NYU Press on 

August 1, 2023. It chronicles the development of the Sunday 
school as a mechanism for Jewish education in America, and 

Jewish supplemental learning in Sunday schools, and the schools 
were taken over by men within one generation of their creation. It is 
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NEW AFFILIATED FACULTY
Frank S. Ravitch

Frank S. Ravitch is Professor of Law and Walter H. Stowers Chair in Law in 
Religion at the Michigan State University College of Law. He also directs the 
Kyoto Japan Program. Among the books he has written are Freedom’s Edge:
Religious Freedom, Sexual Freedom, and the Future of America (Cambridge 
University Press, 2016) (Nominated for a Prose Award); Marketing Creation: 
The Law and Intelligent Design (Cambridge University Press 2012), Masters 
of Illusion: The Supreme Court and the Religion Clauses (NYU Press 2007); 
Law and Religion: Cases, Materials, and Readings (West 2004)(2nd Ed. 
2008)(3rd Ed. 2015)(4th Ed. 2021 with Larry Cata Backer), School Prayer 
and Discrimination: The Civil Rights of Religious Minorities and Dissenters 
(Northeastern University Press, 1999 & paperback edition 2001). He is 
co-author, with the late Boris Bittker and with Scott Idleman, of the first 
comprehensive treatise on Law and Religion in more than one hundred 
years, Religion and the State in American Law (Cambridge University Press 

2015) (this project was supported by a generous grant from the Lilly Endowment). He is also co-author, with 
Colin Jones, of The Japanese Legal System (West Hornbook Series 2019), and Employment Discrimination Law
(Prentice Hall, 2005) (with Pamela Sumners and Janis McDonald). 

Professor Ravitch’s articles, which have appeared in a number of highly regarded journals, have primarily focused on 
law and religion in the U.S. and Japan, but he has also written about civil rights law and disability discrimination. He 
has authored a number of amicus briefs to the U.S. Supreme Court and has given numerous academic presentations 
nationally and internationally. In 2001, he was named a Fulbright scholar and served on the law faculty at Doshisha 
University (Japan). He has also made dozens of public presentations explaining the law before school groups, 
community groups, and service clubs and has served as an expert commentator for print and broadcast media.

Professor Ravitch teaches Torts, Law and Religion, and Law and Interpretation. He speaks English, Japanese, and Hebrew.

“Almost all of my work is influenced by my Jewish heritage and my writing and focus on religious minorities 
naturally benefits the Jewish Community. Moreover, I have written about the Israeli Basic Laws and will be 
writing a book chapter on Antisemitism in modern Europe (the book was delayed due to Covid). Several of my 
books, book chapters, and articles directly reference Jewish concerns. I would like to join the Serling Institute 
because of my commitment to Jewish values and the protection of religious minorities. As an observant Jew I 
would like to be more involved in the intellectual Jewish life (research and programming) on campus.”

Kaila  Waineo ’19, International Relations, JMC
Kaila Waineo graduated from James Madison College in 2019 with a B.A. in International 
Relations and a minor in Jewish Studies. While at MSU, Kaila studied in Israel three times, 
as well as in Cuba, Sri Lanka, and India. She was awarded the Ed Levy, Jr. and Linda 
Dresner Levy Endowed Fund Scholarship, the Ed and Dot Slade Israel Study Scholarship, 
the Michael and Aubrey Rubner Scholarship, the Foreign Languages and Area Studies 
Fellowship, the Shao Chang Lee Scholarship, and the Jewish Studies Student Achievement 
Award for her research and coursework related to the study of Hebrew and Jewish 
Studies. She also worked for the Serling Institute as a Student Assistant and for Professor 
Aronoff as a Research Assistant, as well as completed a Senior Honor’s thesis relating 
to combatting international sex trafficking in Israel. After graduating from MSU, Kaila 

moved to San Francisco where she works for Latham & Watkins LLP, the second-largest international law firm in 
the world. There, she assists attorneys across the US and 19 global offices with research, proofreading, editing, 
document formatting, and translation. She has assisted with multiple projects in Hebrew, as well as in Spanish and 
Arabic. Kaila says, “My experiences with the Serling Institute—from exploring Israel, to learning Hebrew, to doing 
research relating to international law, to working for the Institute and for Professor Aronoff—were not only a major 
highlight of my college experience, but also essential to my career now. I absolutely loved learning everything that 
I did, and I utilize it on a daily basis at Latham. I am very grateful for the experiences I had!”
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Molly Appel '23, 
Accounting, Broad College of 
Business
Pursuing a Jewish Studies minor 
has allowed me to experience a 
variety of opportunities. I have 
been able to study Hebrew 
at a more in-depth level,the 
history of Jews in American 
Israel as a Start-Up Nation, 
and Israeli documentaries with Yael Katzir. Additionally, 
my Jewish Studies minor has allowed me to meet other 
Jewish students on campus who are active in the Jewish 
community and interested in growing our connection 
with it. I am grateful for the opportunity to meet faculty 
and students in the Jewish Studies program and further 
develop my Jewish identity. After graduation, I will be 
pursuing a Master’s of Science in Accounting at Michigan 
State University through May 2024. I will be starting full-
time with Deloitte in Chicago as an Audit Associate in the 
Summer/Fall of 2024.

Molly was awarded the Finifter Hebrew Scholarship in 2021.

Ellie Baden '23, 
Social Relations and Policy, 
JMC; Interdisciplinary Studies, 
CAL; Honors College
Being a Jewish Studies minor has 
been a great experience. Through 
the Serling Institute, I have been 
able to study abroad in Israel, 
improve my Hebrew speaking skills, 
present research publicly, and gain 
professional skills as an intern. I was proud to contribute to the 
Serling Institute Guide on Antisemitism, and am glad to see 
our work being shared across campus. I was also honored to 
represent the students of the Jewish Studies minor at the 30th 
Anniversary Celebration earlier this semester. I am so grateful 
for all of the support and opportunities that the Serling Institute 
and Jewish Studies faculty have given me during my time at 
MSU.

Ellie is the recipient of of the Finifter Hebrew Award in 2021,  
Albert and Sharie Gladner Study in Israel Endowed Scholarship 
Fund in 2021, Ed Levy, Jr. and Linda Dresner Levy Endowed 
Fund Scholarship for study in Israel in 2021, Ed Levy, Jr. and 
Linda Dresner Levy Endowed Fund Hebrew Scholarship in 
2021, MSU Student Life Emerging Leader Award in 2021, 
Homecoming Court in 2022, and in 2021 Ellie was the MSU 
nominee for the Truman, Rhodes, Marshall and Mitchell 
scholarships and was awarded the Udall Scholarship.

Julia Diskin '23, 
Psychology, College of Social 
Science
Growing up I attended Jewish day 
schools. From the first grade until 
12th grade I learned Hebrew and 
studied Judaism-related courses 
such as history of the Holocaust, 
Bible, and Rabbinics. I was scared 
to lose my Jewish identity once 
I entered college but thanks to the Serling Institute, I never 
had to give that part of myself up. As a minor in Jewish 
Studies I have continued to learn Hebrew and have taken 
vital courses such as “Jews and Antisemitism” to keep 
myself connected and well informed. Not only has my 
education been enriched because of the Jewish Studies 
program, but I have also made close connections with 
faculty and other minors which created a community where 
I knew I’d be understood. Furthermore, I work as an intern 
for the Serling Institute where I have acquired new skills 
and have met many very important people. I had the honor 
of attending the 30th Anniversary of the Jewish Studies 
Program at MSU, and know that no matter where I am in life, 
I will always have a strong support system. After graduating 
this spring 2023 I will be attending graduate school to get 
my masters in social work.

Julia was awarded the Finifter Hebrew Scholarship in 2021 
and the James & Anna Hersh Scholarship for Student 
Internships in Israel in 2022.

Maegan Jankowski '23, 
Arts and Humanities, CAL
I really enjoyed my experience 
being a Jewish studies minor! 
My favorite class taken for my 
minor was an independent 
study with Dr. Fermaglich in Fall 
of 2021. I was able to learn about 
topics that are interesting to 
me, and to create a curriculum 
with Dr. Fermaglich to help 
guide my learning experience and to create a research 
paper. I learned about how sex trafficking and prostitution 
affected Jewish communities in the early twentieth 
century and was able to study trafficking patterns from 
Eastern Europe to America. I combined my research 
with my love for theatre and wrote my paper about 
the Yiddish play God of Vengeance and compared the 
themes of prostitution seen within this play to the real-
life experiences of Jewish women who were prostitutes 
or had been sex trafficked. I was given the opportunity 
to present my research project at the 6th Annual Serling 
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Instititue Undergraduate Research Conference in 2022 and 
I had a great experience attending and participating in the 
conference.
I plan to attend graduate school next year to pursue 
a degree in anthropology, focusing my research on 
bioarcheology, which is the study of past human 
remains. I am currently in the application process for 
graduate school and am looking forward to furthering 
my education to achieve my dream of becoming a 
bioarchaeologist and professor in the future.

Chloe Shemano-Krupp '23, 
The School of Hospitality 
Business, Honors College
I have enjoyed all the classes I 
have taken through the Serling 
Institute as part of my Jewish 
Studies minor, but a significant 
highlight was that this year, 
I was able to take a class on 
Israeli politics, society, and culture. My Professor, Yuval 
Benziman, visited Michigan State directly from Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. Learning from him was an 
amazing opportunity due to his personal experiences 
with Israel. I also enjoyed being a part of the initial student 
advisors alongside my peers and professors for the 
Guide on Antisemitism for the MSU Community that was 
published this year. My future after graduation is unclear, 
but I hope to start a career that is somehow involved with 
the Jewish community.

Pelli Mechnikov '23, 
Neuroscience, College of 
Natural Science ; Honors 
College
I have absolutely loved being 
a Jewish Studies minor at 
MSU! With the Jewish Studies 
scholarships, including the 
Hersh Scholarship, I was able 
to experience a life changing internship in Israel. I have 
also absolutely loved getting to do independent research 
in Hebrew and form close relationships with professors. 
Through taking religion classes for my minor, I have 
discovered my deep interest in religious studies as well. I was 
grateful to get to attend the 30th anniversary celebration for 
the Serling Institute of Jewish Studies -- it was a wonderful 
to celebrate and finish up my last year in the program. I love 
the faculty in the Jewish Studies program and will be sad to 
leave. However, I am looking forward to applying to medical 
school and to (hopefully) working as a medical assistant 
during my gap year. I am planning to make it to Israel once 
more before medical school in the beginning of 2024!

Pelli was awarded the Finifter Hebrew Scholarship 
in 2021 and the James & Anna Hersh Scholarship for 
Student Internships in Israel in 2021.

Matt Sturt '23, 
Public Policy, CSS 
I have had a fantastic time 
being a Jewish studies minor. 
I have added onto my Judaic 
knowledge and knowledge 
about modern Israel. The 
professors in the Serling 
Institute have been fantastic at 
provoking interesting thought 
and conversation. I am happy 
to have been a Jewish Studies Minor and and am looking 
forward to watching the program grow in the future.

Chloe Weigel '23, 
Social Relations and Policy, 
JMC; History, CSS;  and 
Honors College
Chloe has a passion for 
academics, and has greatly 
enjoyed her time as a student at 
MSU. She began her collegiate 
career in 2019, and has had the 
opportunity to take a course 
in James Madison College, MC 202, that focused on 
Holocaust Diaries and Oral histories. After greatly enjoying 
the course, she began taking other Jewish Studies 
courses, ultimately becoming a minor in 2022. She has 
greatly enjoyed the program, and her favorite course for 
her minor is Dr. Simon’s MC 498, which is a senior seminar 
that focuses on the Holocaust in American memory. 
She has deeply appreciated the studies this minor has 
offered. The skills and content she learned will be greatly 
beneficial in her future. After graduation, she hopes to 
continue her studies in graduate school, pursuing a Master 
of Arts in Higher Education and Student Affairs.

Daniel Zivian '23, 
Broadcast Journalism, College 
of Communication Arts and 
Sciences
Thanks to the Jewish Studies 
program, I went up to Israel for 
the first time. Being a JS minor 
allowed me to live out that 
lifelong dream in as fulfilling 
a way as possible, with the 
professors getting my peers and I up close and personal 
with Israeli history and society.
As of this writing, I have no concrete plan for after 
graduation. As a broadcast journalism major, I would love 
to work at a smaller-market station somewhere in the 
country. 

Daniel was awarded the Ed Levy, Jr. and Linda Dresner 
Levy Endowed Fund Scholarship for study in Israel in 2022.
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